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Greetings PW Sisters! 

I hope you all are having a wonderful summer.  The weather has been good, but certainly 
changeable from day to day and week to week.  I tend to think that summer should be a relaxing 
and enjoyable time, but often it’s not.  It’s often a time when we get busy, busy, busy doing all 
those things we’ve put off during the rest of the year.  Or, it’s just our life with family, friends, 
business, and hobbies that require us to put in that extra 10% or more per day that we have to 
come up with.  Either way, summer is almost over and autumn is quickly approaching. 

Autumn brings another facet of the year to add to our already packed schedule.  So, why not 
start to slow down for just part of one day.  Your PW CT has just what you need to regroup – the 
Fall Gathering – scheduled for Saturday, September 20th at the Newton Presbyterian Church. 
Come join your PW sisters in fellowship.  Please see the flyer in this newsletter.  

Another way to slow down is to attend our PW Retreat scheduled for February 2015 at Star 
Lake Lodge in Bloomingdale, NJ.  This Friday/Saturday timeframe was very popular last year 
and was a great success.  It’s after the holidays and you’ll be ready for a pick-me-up just before 
spring.  Be sure to check out the flyer in this newsletter and block out the days on your calendar 
to attend.  

Don’t forget you can always check out what’s has happened and what’s about to happen on our 
FACEBOOK page as well on the Presbytery website.  Keep in touch! 

 
Karen Opilla, Moderator  (973) 875-3304  willobrkfarm@nac.net  

 There are so many issues that PW raises up for your study and action, I bet you 
don’t know where to begin. The July/Aug 2014 Horizons (our magazine) Responding to Terror 
with Faith issue holds up: 

 Conflict in the Sudan 

 UN Commission on the status of women 

 Syria’s war 

 India-Global Exchange Trip (this year the Caribbean) 

 Gun Violence 
 The Quarterly News for PW Leaders Aug-Oct 2014 (download www.presbyterianwomen.org -
“about PW” –quarterly newsletter) adds:  
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 Reconciliation 

 Trafficking 

 Domestic Violence Network (PADVN) –Women’s Shelters 

 Children soldiers 

 Nigerian girls (& now other captive women) 

 Orange Days (wearing orange ribbons) on the 25th against violence to women & girls 

 Men in the Mirror a new 13 session curriculum for men addressing violence to 
women/girls  

 CentsAbility from the Presbyterian Hunger Program (raised $300,000 last year) 

 Antiracism 
This is way too much to imagine! So go with your heart and pick one issue and make that your 
PW goal for the year to learn about and take action over. 
 
I am putting together a program on Trafficking for a congregation this September and would be 
available to present it to your women if this is something you’d like to learn more about. I also 
have the DVD Trigger a 54 minute movie about gun violence,  I Believe you: Faith’s 
Response to Intimate Partner Violence, a 58 minute movie about domestic violence/self-
esteem that I’d be willing to lend you or present to your group.   
 

Lisa Gray      908-387-8479 text 973-476-4720      Lisa_A_Gray@hotmail.com    
 
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$      It’s About Money      $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

If you are in a church without a formal PW structure, but would still like to support the work of 
PW at all levels of the church, IT’S POSSIBLE!  Just send a check to our Financial Steward, 
Sherry Guthrie, 6 Hoffman Rd, Mendham, NJ 07945 and mark what it is for – mission 
pledge/level, or one of the offerings – Birthday or Thank.  We also have the Africa Fund and the 
Martha Manning Leadership Development Fund at the Presbytery level.  LOTS of CHOICES! 
 
 

 

TOGETHER IN SERVICE  

Just what is Together in Service?           People Helping People.   

Need a service project for your teen?  Girls are certainly invited to the Fall Gathering where we 
will be sewing items for other girls.  See the Gathering flyer.  Without the sanitary napkin holder, 
girls are unable to attend school – a big deal in places where education is the way to a better 
life, both for their families and for the community. 

In the spring, PW will be sponsoring an event for all youth – packaging meals.  It is said that 40 
people can package 10,000 meals in 2 hours – let’s see if the men, women and youth of Newton 
Presbytery can, too!  These packaged meals are distributed in places of drought and famine, 
and provide complete nutrition. 

It’s also back-to-school time, and many congregations are collecting school supplies and 
backpacks.  Support this local effort.   

 

mailto:Lisa_A_Gray@hotmail.com
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Calendar Updates        

 
**Flier in This Newsletter      
 

**September 20 Fall Gathering at First Presbyterian Church, Newton 

October 17-18, 2014 PWSNE Leadership Enhancement, Stony Point 

January 17, 2015 CT Meeting, Presbytery Office 

**February 20-21, 2015 Retreat at Star Lake Lodge, Bloomingdale 

April 25, 2015 Spring Gathering – Meal Packaging Event, Place TBD 

June 18-21, 2015 Churchwide Gathering, Minneapolis, MN 

September 19, 2015 Fall Gathering – Internet Issues/Children, Place TDB 

 
 
 
 
 

HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY 
 

What is your perception of Paul?  Not my son, Paul, but the writer of 2 Corinthians.  In the 2014-
2015 Horizons bible study, “Reconciling Paul, A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians”, our 
author, Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty explores responses to the themes of generosity, grace, 
forgiveness, living by faith, the image of God, funds development, and being ambassadors of 
reconciliation. 
 

Meet our author, Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty.  She is a Professor of Theology and Chair of the 
Department of Theology at Bellarmine University.  She shared  at the Horizons Bible Study 
event held this last May at Stony Point Center, where women from presbyteries of New York, 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania gathered, discovering Paul in the context of ancient Corinth.  
Where was Paul born and raised. What was the climate of the empire of that time and what role 
did it play in spreading Christianity? 
 

The study includes breathtaking artwork, maps to guide you on your journey along with Paul, 
prayers and questions for pondering with your circle or group. 
 

Each succeeding issue of Horizons magazine includes a ‘resource’ to further enhance your 
leadership of this study, or your solo exploration. 
 

Receive a special gift to supplement your study with the publication, “Paul for Everyone: 2 
Corinthians” by N.T. Wright, when you make a donation of $50.00 or more to Horizons. 
 

Send your contribution of $50.00 or more to: Horizons, PO Box 421, Congers, NY 10920-0421.  
Be sure to note that you would like to receive a copy of N.T. Wright’s publication on your memo. 
 

 

Donna Rahmann   908-832-7728  donnarahmann@comcast.net 

 

mailto:donnarahmann@comcast.net
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Heritage Preservation Grants Application Deadline 
From the Presbyterian Historical Society Newsletter August 2014 
 
Did you know that PHS (Presbyterian Historical Society) awards Heritage Preservation Grants 
to PC(USA) congregations? Grants offer funding to assist churches with digitizing their official 
church records. The deadline to apply is October 31, 2014.  For more information go to 
http://www.history.pcusa.org/hpg. 
 
 

Presbyterian Women  
Synod of the Northeast 
Triennial Gathering 
 
On July 18 – 20, 2014 women from around the Synod of the Northeast gathered at Silver Bay 
Conference Center on Lake George.  What a beautiful setting and beautiful weather we had to 
delve into the theme of the weekend “Grace Abounds” from 2 Corinthians 9:8, “God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you … That you may have an abundance for every good work.”  
Various speakers addressed the question “Where is the Grace?”  A question we may have 
asked ourselves many times.  God gives us grace through love and from this love we can have 
joy, peace, gentleness and self-control.  Grace does abound! 
 
Gathering coordinator, JoAnn Burrell welcomed us on Friday evening after we were led in 
singing by June Jennings.  The evening speaker was the Rev. Dr Holly Halle Davis a member of 
the Shinnecock Tribal Nation of eastern Long Island.  She was the first female Native American 
Indian to be ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the PC(USA).  She discussed 
Grace in the face of Racial, Ethnic, Immigration and Multiculturalism.  We ending the evening 
singing “Let There Be Peace on Earth”. 
 
Saturday morning’s speaker the Rev. Dr. Cathy Surgenor asked, “How Toxic are Our 
Charities?”  Dr Surgenor served as the lead evaluator of PC(USA)’s participation in the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of Women Commission and provided several 
recommendations to the Presbyterian U.N. Office which have since been implemented.  She 
also is a member of the national and international committees of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Self Development of People, where they review grant applications and conducts site visits with 
grassroots organizations in the USA and overseas.  One message I received was that we need 
to be aware of how our work with charities as volunteers and monetary contributors may just 
add to dependency may be a disservice those served by the charity. We need to discern how 
we can empower the poor.  She reminded us that Jesus engages people, he never just gave 
them money. 
 
Saturday afternoon offered a number of Learning Circles.  These 90 minute sessions provided 
an opportunity to delve a little deeper into various topics.   
 

Historian 

http://pcusa.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d250adcb775dd16a5851f4a36&id=1807235678&e=796b817c2a
http://www.history.pcusa.org/hpg
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In the evening we welcomed the new Coordinating Team.  Charlotte Hasselbarth handed over 
the Moderator’s Stoll to Maxine Hunter.   
 
Worship Sunday morning was led with vigor and 
enthusiasm by the Rev. Dr. Yvonne Collie-
Pendleton. As a Minister she says she strives to 
reveal Christ’s vision and the Church’s mission of 
embracing, extending and practicing the gift of 
Christian hospitality amidst these changing and 
challenging times.  We worshiped giving honor and 
thanksgiving for God’s Grace. 
 
 
 
 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 
Maternal and Child Health    The 25 Solution 
Many have asked about this outreach to women and children in Africa.  One hundred quarters, 
just $25.00 will train a midwife and provide supplies to her.  Having a midwife at the birth 
increases a baby’s chance of survival, and a mother’s chance that an episiotomy will be done to 
avoid a fistula in the future.   
 
Donations to Direct Relief International, 27 S. La Patera Lane, Santa Barbara, CA 93117 

 
“Like” us on Facebook 
Presbyterian Women in Newton Presbytery is on Facebook.  Like us on Facebook to keep abreast of 
upcoming programs and photos of past programs.  Registration forms for our Retreat and other important 
information as it becomes available will be on our page. 
Nancy Lack– nwlack@verizon.net or 15 Lincoln Avenue, Florham Park 07932-2406   

The 2015 PW Churchwide Gathering will be held June 18-21 next summer in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota (yes Mall of America Minnesota). The theme comes from I Corinthians 12:12-13: 
One Body, One Spirit.  This would be the best way to energize and motivate yourself and your 
congregation, not only about who and what Presbyterian Women are about but what we as the 
church are called to do in this world that is so in need. 
 
Why is this article here so early? It’s not cheap to attend! There’s registration, air fare and room 
costs. BUT if you start saving or fundraising now there could be enough to cover yourself and 
perhaps a few friends to attend. It will be the most rewarding money ever spent.   
 
P.S. There is scholarship money available in the PWP.  The application is in the Resource 
Directory that will be available at the Fall Gathering. 
 

Two Good Women, and a Few More 
PW in the Presbytery were saddened this year by the loss of two of our Coordinating Team 
members – Susan Padfield and Barbara Smith.  They filled many roles in PW, both in their 
church and in the Presbytery.  Their shoes will be hard to fill – we invite your prayerful 
consideration to serve with the rest of the Coordinating Team members.  If you can serve for a 
short time – taking notes at a meeting, or calling others, or helping to arrange items at a 

mailto:nwlack@verizon.net
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gathering, we would like to hear from you.  Please call or email Carol Mullen at 973-697-3409 or 
mullencarol@hotmail.com  and let her know you are interested. 
 
Ginnie’s House 
A number of PW have heard about and supported Ginnie’s House with dolls and toys.  It is a 
place for children – for supervised visits with parents who are in the judicial system, or who 
themselves have been harmed in some way.  They are holding a fund-raising dinner auction on 
November 14

th
 at Perona Farms in Andover.  Tickets are $75, which includes dinner and hors 

d’ouevres.  Call Laurie at 973-579-0770 or go to www.ginnieshouse.org.   Lots of tricky tray 
baskets and other auction items, including the use of a vacation home. 
 

Movie Review 
When was the last time you stepped out of the comfort of your home and went to the theater to 
view a movie on the 'big screen'?  These days, we sit at home and in the confines of our living 
room or 'man cave' we can decide to view a DVD or a movie from 'on demand', or even on our 
computer.  If you haven't been to the theater, think about the last time you were courageous to 
leave home and go out into the world, not just to socialize, to fellowship, to go to work, or meet a 
friend for lunch, but to stand up to a challenge.  This is just what one young man did in the 
movie, “God's Not Dead”.  The character named Josh Wheaton, a freshman at college, is 
confronted with a dilemma from his Philosophy professor's edict that all of the students dispense 
with embarrassing themselves from failing one-third of the course, and instead write the 
statement, “God is Dead” on a sheet of blank paper and sign their names.  Easy 30 points!  
Right? 
 
Josh is a Christian whose faith is firm.  Josh insists that God is not dead, will not write the words 
on the paper, and risks failing the course when the atheist professor challenges him to prove 
that God is not dead. 
 
This movie not only visits the courage of a young Christian, but leads the viewer  to consider the 
relationships one is entangled with in their life – are they healthy or self-serving.  Are we free to 
be the people God wants us to be?  Watch the movie... 
 
 

End Paper 
If you are receiving this newsletter by SNAIL MAIL, and would prefer E-MAIL, please e-mail 
Jane MacDonald at jkmac3536@gmail.com  (please note new e-mail address)   
 
If you know someone who would like to be added to either the SNAIL MAIL or the E-MAIL list, 
please write to Jane MacDonald at 36 Carriage Lane, Newton, NJ 07860 or E-MAIL 
jkmac3536@gmail.com   
 
The more E-MAIL newsletters we send, the less we need to spend on postage, and the faster 
information will reach you.  
 
We are working on putting more information on the Presbytery website – watch for the Resource 
Book! 
 
 
 

mailto:mullencarol@hotmail.com
http://www.ginnieshouse.org/
mailto:jkmac3536@gmail.com
mailto:jkmac3536@gmail.com
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING & ENHANCEMENT WORKSHOP 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST 
 

ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
 

Saturday, October 18, 2014 - 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

Stony Point Center, Stony Point, NY 
 

 Guest Speakers & Topics: 

Stephanie Morris, PW Multimedia Associate:  “Social Media 101” 

Jane MacDonald, former Moderator:  “Meetings Don’t Run Themselves” 

 
Friday, October 17, 2014 - Pre -Workshop Meetings 

 

2 pm - 6 pm: PWSNE Coordinating Team Meeting is for current, incoming and outgoing members. 

Others are welcome to attend.  

 

7 pm - 9 pm: PWSNE Business meeting will be held for current, incoming and outgoing Coordinating 

Team members, PW in the Presbytery Moderators and non-Moderator voting delegates. Others are 

welcome to attend. 

 
Registration form, and directions to Stony Point are on the PWSNE website www.pwsne.org 

 

         
 

A future free of hunger will require good ideas. So, here’s a really, really good idea.  
 

Picture this: Our federal government provides life-saving food assistance to 9 million more people around 
the world who experience hunger every year. What’s more, during emergencies, we deliver food 2 
months faster and support local farmers, all without spending an extra dime of taxpayer money. 
 

Sound too good to be true? It’s not. It’s called the Food for Peace Reform Act of 2014 (S. 2421), a 
bipartisan effort led by Sens. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) and Chris Coons (D-Del.). 
 

So what's the problem? In short, time. The clock is ticking on this Congress.  Nine million people can't 
wait for congressional inaction. Will you take a moment to call (800-826-3688) or email Cory A. Booker 
and Robert 'Bob' Menendez asking them to co-sponsor this bill? Senators are currently on recess 
and will return to Washington, D.C., in September. Let's make sure they arrive back knowing people 
in New Jersey want this common-sense solution enacted this year. 
 

Bread for the World has a long history of winning reforms for food aid. Bread members helped improve 
the Bill Emerson Humanitarian Trust in 1998. That fund will help with the current famine threatening 
South Sudan.  And yet, we can and must do better. The future of food aid is the Food for Peace Reform 
Act of 2014. Won't you please take a moment to ask your senators to co-sponsor this bill right 
now?     

Eric Mitchell   Director of Government Relations, Bread for the World 

http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=BdwrXNdbyBpQfzzQQe8fIg
http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=yXd5KuBe9Othvg2SjERQCA
http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=yXd5KuBe9Othvg2SjERQCA
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

NEWTON PRESBYTERY 
 

FALL GATHERING      

               

“HANDS ON” 
 

Sew:   Little Dresses for Africa 
   Sanitary Napkin Holders 
 

Knit:  Prayer Shawls, Blankets 
 

Crochet: Blankets, Shawls 
 

Some materials available – fabric, sewing machine, thread, etc. 
If you have them, please bring pillowcases for the little dresses, 
cotton fabric pieces/scraps, bias tape, size 12 knitting needles and 
a “J” crochet hook. 

 

Registration 9:00am  Program 9:30 – 2:00pm 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
54 HIGH ST, NEWTON 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2014 
 

9:00am Registration 
 

BRING A FRIEND – OFFER TO DRIVE 
 

Cost for the day $5.00  Register with church at admin@fpcnewtonnj.org  
 

 
Please post this in your church, and include information in your church newsletter 

or bulletin. 

mailto:admin@fpcnewtonnj.org
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Presbyterian Women of Newton Presbytery 
 GET AWAY WITH GOD! 

 

A Sower went out to Sow… 

Exploiting the story 
                                          Defining the Kingdom 
                                                                                               Exploring the faith 

In the Parables of Jesus 
 

Led by The Reverend Karen Bostrom O’Brien 
Of The First Presbyterian Church of Berkshire Valley 

 

At Star Lake Lodge (Camp and Conference Center) 
268 Macopin Road, Bloomingdale, NJ  07403 - Tel:(973)838-7000 

 

Friday, February 20, 2015 (registration at 4; dinner 6) until 
Saturday, February 21, 2015 4:00 p.m. 
(Please note this is a one night retreat) 

Handicap Accessible Rooms on First Come, First Served Availability 
 

Cost for 1 night/3 meals $110.50; Single Room $136.50; Sat 8 am – Sat 4 pm/2 meals $80.00 

Come for the whole experience or part 
 

Register early to be with friends. Bring your Bible, towel and toiletries. 
 

NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE PERMITTED ON PREMISES. 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FEBRUARY 1st  

 
Mail application & payment to: Donna Rahmann 278 W. Valley Brook Rd, Califon, NJ 07830-3528  

(Checks made out in full to Presbyterian Women in Newton Presbytery 

 
Name_______________________________________________ e-mail_____________________________ 
                                  (please print)       (please print) 
Phone______________________________________ Emergency Phone ___________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Roommate 
preference/church________________________________________________________________________ 
                                               (Indicate if handicap accommodation is required) 


