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Moderator’s Message….
Being the Moderator of PW in the Synod of the Northeast has continued to be a
very interesting experience. This past fall I attended the Fall Gathering for PW
in the Presbytery of Northern New York. The Gathering was both different and
similar from those in my own PW in the Presbytery of Albany Presbytery. I
only knew one of the women ahead of time, but immediately felt at home. I’m
looking forward to visiting Gatherings in other Presbyteries in the future.
Churchwide Gathering this summer will offer us a lot to think about.
Hopefully, you will be able to experience the Gathering whether or not you can
attend.
-Charlotte

A Note from LUCY JANJIGIAN, our Global Exchange representative
from the 2011 Global Exchange trip to INDIA
I would be happy to come to any of the Presbyteries in the NE Synod that are interested to
hear about some of my insights and experiences during the two week visit with PW to
India. I will tell about the PW groups – their involvement in their communities; church
services we attended; seminary, hospital, vocational schools, slums in the bishopric of
Durgapur and our stay with the host families. I will have a key-note presentation for
added interest.
My e-mail address: edlujig@mac.com; Address: 268 Edgewood Rd, Franklin Lakes, NJ
07417; Phone: Home 201-891-0247; Cell 201-294-0939.
-Peace, Lucy

BE A THE CHURCHWIDE GATHERING, WHETHER YOU’RE
GOING OR NOT
PW Mission Poster Project
You can to tell the story of a successful mission project your PW has been involved in, or is
involved in now. Write a brief description and add photos, memorabilia or other embellishments
to illustrate the project. Use an 8-1/2" x 11" or 12" x 12" scrapbook paper, cardstock or poster
board. Posters will be displayed at the Gathering, and may be picked up and taken home after the
Saturday evening plenary session. If you’re not attending, ask someone who is, to pick it up for
you. They will not be mailed back to you. Mail your poster (postmarked by June 15, 2012) to
Patricia Longfellow, PW program assistant, 100 Witherspoon St., Louisville, KY 40202-1396.

Purchase Gift Cards
$20 gift card will be collected at the Gathering for Beth-El Farmworker Ministry (www.bethel.info). The ministry helps migrant farmworkers in three Florida communities — Wimauma,
Immokalee and Arcadia. Beth-El offers worship services, extensive educational programs, a food
pantry, child care and many other support services to migrant workers. Migrant farmworkers who
are assisted by Beth-El are the poorest of the working poor, and they often face barriers of
language and/or prejudice while trying to earn a living for their families. $20 gift card from one of
the following stores are requested: Target, Kmart, Wal-Mart, Lowe’s, Walgreens, CVS/pharmacy,
Costco and Publix. You also may donate a $20 VISA gift card, which is accepted at any of these
stores. All gift cards need to be in the amount of $20 each. If you are not attending the
Churchwide Gathering they can be delivered by your voting Representative or sent to Althea
Meade, 12 Kent Rd., Wassaic, NY 12592
FOR THOSE WHO ARE PLANNING ON GOING TO CHURCHWIDE….

Travel tips for the Churchwide Gathering in Orlando

Air travel: Roger Roy Global Travel Alliance, the agency mentioned in the
Gathering booklet has done some research on air travel from the northeast.
- fares around $350 is good price
- the earlier a reservation is made, the better
- fares on 1/17, with times that will work.(Arrive Orlando in the afternoon and
Depart Orlando in the afternoon or evening) for the following airports are:
JFK-$325 EWR-$302 BOS-$279 ALB-$334
SYR-$319 LGA-$255 ROC-$248
- there is a $25 fee to use this agency
- July is high season
-Some frequent flyer plans includes the ability to transfer points and can be donated to
someone else.

Train travel: AAA offers a discount.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST
LUNCH RESERVATION
CHURCHWIDE GATHERING, SATURDAY
JULY 21, 2012 11:30am
(Location will be on your postcard ticket)
Name
______________________________________
Address
______________________________________
City/State/Zip
______________________________________
Phone/Email
______________________________________
Presbytery
______________________________________
Luncheon Cost

$32.00

Please use a separate form for each person.
Check payable to PW, Synod of the Northeast
Send to: Jane MacDonald
36 Carriage Lane
Newton, NJ 07860
973-383-4166
jkmac@nac.net

DEADLINE IS JUNE 30

!!!!!!!!

Please note: Payment MUST accompany
the reservation. A postcard will be
mailed to you – this is your ticket into the
lunch, and will include the location. No
one will be admitted to the lunch without
the postcard AND the deadline is a firm
date, since we need to tell the hotel how
many will be there. No tickets at the
door.

THE LIGHTHOUSE, February 2012

JULY 24 - PWSNE
COORDINATING TEAM
MEETING POINTS OF
INTEREST
- $500 was given to the Tumekutana
Gathering of African Presbyterian
Women. (See separate Thank You note)
- Thank Offering application for the
Presbyterian Immigrant Ministry to
provide support for incarcerated
immigrants was endorsed
- The offering of $145.15 was collected
for the Presbyterian Hunger Program.
- agreed to cover registration fees at
PW/Synod events for Member-at Large
Representing College Women and the
Seminarian positions in the PWSNE
Coordinating Team
- there will not be Spiritual Retreat in’12
THANK YOU NOTE from CATRELIA
HUNTER (former Churchwide PW
Moderator)…
I am writing to thank you and the
women of the Synod of the Northeast for
your generous contribution to the
Tumekutana Gathering.
Your support will help Presbyterian
Women leaders from throughout the
Continent of Africa continue their
conversations and plans for improving the
quality of life in each of their countries.
Thank you again, and best wishes as
you continue your work in the Synod.
-Love and peace, Catrelia
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To the PW of the Congregations in the NE Synod – from Maxine Hunter
In 2010 a Presbyterian Women of the Synod of the Northeast (PWSNE) Leadership Enhancement Task Force was
established. Our goal was and is to reach out to all our women’s groups in our congregations. We want to know
how you function. We want to know what works in your church group. We want to know what does not work.
Basically we want to know you!
Although our Presbyterian Women of the Synod may seem distant, or as you may say, “Well, it is distant from the
work we do in our home congregations,” we all know that none of our hierarchy is really anything without our
congregations. In fact all the women that take part at the various levels of Presbyterian Women come from a
congregation. The myth that our leaders at the Synod come from big congregations only, is simply that: a myth.
Our leaders come from a wide variety of churches large and small; rural‐‐‐In fact I come from a one stoplight
village‐‐‐ and urban; as well as multi‐cultural. We all know that the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery, the
Synod, and/or Churchwide are nothing without our women in the congregation.
In our effort to bridge the gap from congregation to Synod our Leadership Enhancement Task Force developed
the following assessment tool for our congregations. At present, as the PWSNE Leadership Network
Coordinator, I have received quite a few of the questionnaires. If your congregation has already filled this out, I
thank you. However, if your group has not had the opportunity to fill it out please do so. This information will
help us plan future leadership events related to interests or situations that our congregations are involved in or
facing. We, also, can all rejoice and learn from the great things are congregations are doing. Again, we want to
know you.
Please send the completed questionnaire to me by email or postal mail: Maxine Hunter, PO Box 206, Morrisville,
NY. huntermg@frontiernet.net
Thank you for your time and effort.

‐Maxine Hunter, Leadership Network Coordinator

[Questionnaire on next page]
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Presbyterian Women in the Congregation - Planning our Future
1. What is your goal setting format for the PW leadership in your congregation?

2. How does the PW leadership (Coordinating Team) in your congregation communicate with the PW Circle(s) in
your congregation?
3. How does your PW leadership (Coordinating Team) in your congregation communicate with women who don’t
belong to PW in your congregation?

4. What strategies have you found useful in attracting women in your congregation to your PW Circle(s) or its
activities?

5. What problems have you had in developing PW Circles or getting women involved in PW activities in your
congregation?

6. Briefly describe how the PW in your congregation is structured. (E.g. Coordinating Team with Moderator, Vice
Moderator, Secretary, Treasurer, number of Circles etc.

7. How does your PW leadership in the congregation communicate with the PW Coordinating Team in your
Presbytery?

8. How many Circle meetings do you have each year in your congregation?
9. What is the age range of those who attend PW Circles and/or activities in your congregation?

Other Comments :
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE JULY ’11 ANNUAL REPORT
There have been many interesting programs and projects in PW in the Synod
of the Northeast. To find out more about what our PWP’s are doing see the
July’11 Annual report on pwsne.org.
Read about:
• a performance by a Presbyterian Women’s choir from South Korea
• a trip to the CWS warehouse in New Windsor, Maryland
• Thank and Birthday Offerings collections
• 2 speakers at Gatherings
• a joint annual retreat between 2 PWP’S
• presentations by Joanne Burrell, our representative to the USA Mission trip to South
Dakota
• PWP wide Mission projects
• an Epiphany Gathering and an Epiphany cake
• a Christmas Wreath Sale to benefit a specific mission project
• an Advent Prayer Breakfast
• revised bylaws and Coordinating Team job descriptions
• get well cards sent
• emailing groups for PWP newsletters
• postcards sent to invite people to Gatherings and Retreats
• items collected for homeless shelters
• $25 bonuses to drivers who brought a full car to a Gathering
• a PWP Coordinating Team that meets 10 times per year.
• PW’s in the Congregation joining other PW’s for Bible Study
• an Ash Wednesday Retreat
• Quarterly Prayer meetings
• Annual reports formatted according to the PW Purpose
THE LIGHTHOUSE, February 2012
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OCTOBER 27 - PWSNE COORDINATING TEAM MEETING

POINTS OF INTEREST
- identified the need for more sharing of what PW in the Congregation and
Presbyteries do as mission projects
- the theme of the ’13 PPG Gatherings will be based on a passage from Exodus
and the 2013-14 Horizons Bible Study, which has a working title of
*Migration: Exodus and Deuteronomy

- Joanne Burrell and Ardelle Stewart will be using fabric that has been given to
PWSNE over the years to make something to identify those of us who go to
the Churchwide Gathering as people from the Synod of the Northeast.
- We have included funding for the USA Mission Experience in our ’12 budget

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE QUARTERLY NEWS for PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN in LEADERSHIP
More information can be found on gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pw, click About
Presbyterian Women.
- there are virtual circle
- a new Together in Service guide is being developed and will be ready by the
July’12 Churchwide Gathering
- instructions on how to sign–up for Justice and Peace Links
- Joan Wise Hostetter, from PW in the Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley has
made a financial contribution to Horizon’s
- There will be a silent auction at the Churchwide Gathering
- There is newly revised PW Manual that can be purchased for The Practice of
Adaptive Leadership, Tools and Tactics for Changing Your Organization and
the World, is mentioned as a good resource for leaders.
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PW USA Mission South Dakota Report
On September 9, 2010, I traveled to South Dakota to the Dakota Presbytery (founded by Native Americans
in 1844) to build relationships with our Sioux sisters and brothers living on reservations in South Dakota.
My team of twenty one ladies from the fifteen Synods visited three of the nine reservations in South
Dakota. The March/April 2011 issue of the Horizons Magazine tells the stories of our Native American friends and
the story of our travels across the state. It provides a background on the sites and the cities we visited, and details
important people we met.
I have shared my experience with the following groups:
1. 09/25/10, PPG of Western New York, Genesse Valley and Geneva PWPs at Camp Asbury, Silver
Lake, NY with theme “We Shall Gather at the River.”
2. 10/09/10, Fall Gathering of the Newark PWP at Grace PC, Montclair, NJ with theme “O Give Thanks
to the Lord.”
3. 04/09/11, Spring Gathering of the Palisades PWP at 1st PC of Ridgewood, Ridgewood, NJ with theme
“What is Your Mission.”
4. 04/12/11, Spring Gathering of the Elizabeth PWP at Fanwood PC, Fanwood, NJ with theme “Jesus
Christ is the Foundation.”
5. 04/16/11, Spring Gathering of the Albany PWP at PC of Hudson Falls, Hudson Falls, NY with theme
“Knowledge, Prayer and Fellowship.”
6. 05/19/11, Spring Gathering of the Long Island PWP at 1st PC of Baldwin, Baldwin, NJ with theme
“Jesus Christ is the Foundation.”
7. 7/23/11, Workshop at the PWSNE Gathering, Desmond Hotel, Albany, NY.
8. 10/15/11, Fall Gathering of the West Jersey PWP, 1st PC, Somerdale, NJ with theme “For God satisfies
the thirsty, and fills the hungry with good things.”
9. 10/22/11, Fall Gathering of the Monmouth PWP, 1st PC, Freehold, NJ with theme “For God satisfies
the thirsty, and fills the hungry with good things.”
10. 11/12/11, PWC, 1st PC, Blairstown, NJ with theme “For God satisfies the thirsty, and fills the hungry
with good things.”
11. 02/28/12, The Martha Circle at 1st PC, Ridgewood, NJ.
12. 04/28/12, Spring Gathering of the Cayuga-Syracuse PWP, location and theme not provided as of the
writing of this report.
I went to South Dakota to listen with my heart, see with God’s eyes, and to hear with knowledge and
discernment. I learned the real story of the Sioux, and learned about myself in return.
The Sioux follow 12 virtues that they call their markers on the road of life: humility, perseverance, respect,
honor, love, sacrifice, truth, compassion, bravery, fortitude, generosity, and wisdom. We all share these virtues no
matter what culture we claim for ourselves.
Bless the ministry of our Native American citizens as they pursue their vision to share the Good News of
the Gospel! Thank you for allowing me to be your representative to the 2nd USA Mission project of Presbyterian
Women.

Jo Ann Burrell
PWSNE Representative USA Mission to South Dakota
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A Woman for Justice and Peace: Julia Esquivel
The other night my husband and I had dinner with friends who had been to Guatemala. After dinner we
viewed their video from Guatemala. One of the inspirational stories they told us was about Julia Esquivel,
the poet who was in exile for 10 years in the 80’s for speaking freely and openly of the terror imposed
upon the peasants, women, and children from the military government in Guatemala. Throughout Europe
and North America Julia spread the word through poetry and word about the fact that in 1954 the CIA
(backed by the USA) replaced democracy in Guatemala with a military dictator, one who committed the
worst human rights offenders in Latin America. She described in painful detail for the international
community the successive atrocities committed by the military.
In the early 70’s faith communities gave Guatemala’s peasants reason to hope. Interpretations of the
Gospel drew the poor and dispossessed together, helping them to gain strength and conviction that they
were cared for by God and will be empowered to act together for the betterment of their lives. Education,
clinics, schools, and support groups were set up by priests and nuns and progress had been made, but
efforts to establish these progressive steps have been thwarted by military governments headed by corrupt
various leaders.
The military governments of Gen. Lucas Garcia (1978-1982) and Gen. Rios Montt (1982-1983), for
example, launched a murderous counterinsurgency campaign, during their reigns, committing hundreds of
brutal massacres in indigenous communities. Four hundred and forty-one villages were completely
destroyed and all the inhabitants either hunted down or forced to flee. Military governments in power in
Guatemala have waged war over peasant land for decades.
Yet, Guatemala has held fast to its Christian tradition. Peasant communities continue to meet under the
blanket of a profound theology which affirms life. Their theology of life is rooted in the hope and
conviction that Jesus Christ is and will continue to be their guide and protector. The poems of Julia
Esquivel speak of this profound desire for peace and justice. Here is one from her book of poetry written
during her 1980’s exile:
…“Yes, Father of Mercy, profoundly human God, You who know the depths of our suffering, give a
merciful heart to just one of the generals of my country and perhaps one day this being, now turned
human, will dip his finger in water to dampen the voracious fire that will consume all the powerful of the
earth.….make us truly your children, Lord!” Switzerland 1985
-Dotsie Shaw
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Bringing it From the Congregations…
Bringing it From the Congregations is a new column in the Lighthouse. We would like PW’s in the
congregations and/or women in the congregation doing projects or events, but not technically organized
as a PW to submit articles about what is working well in their groups/churches. We want to hear success
stories such as new mission projects, events that attracted non-PW members, and techniques used by
growing PW groups. There are many vibrant groups and/or women in congregations with exciting and
innovative programs that keep Presbyterian Women of the Congregations alive. We want to hear from all
of you.
The title of this column springs from the Leadership Training Program attended by the people who
became the Leadership Enhancement Task Force, called Taking it to the Congregations.
If you are interested in submitting an article and would like help writing one, our Leadership Network
Coordinator, Maxine Hunter is available to assist. Contact her at huntermg@frontiernet.net.

From PW of the First Presbyterian Church, Katonah (in Westchester County and member of
PW of Hudson River)…
We look forward to spring and the annual
Rummage Sale. This all-church sale has become
a staple community event for donors (who clean
out their closets) and buyer who love bargains!
Over the many years it has become a highly
organized event with “chairmen” for each area:
furniture, South Lawn for outdoor items; Toy
Tent, Clothing, Sweaters, Boutique and Jewelry
are some of the categories. The sale opens

Monday forming for outdoor things while
workers sort inside; opening on Thursday for
everything. All the hard work is rewarded with
sales of $25,000+, all of which is then given to
two dozen worthy causes, including PW projects
on all levels. Women of the church are proud to
maintain this wonderful yearly event!
-Faye Bishop, Co-Moderator

From PW of the First Presbyterian Union Church, Owego (PW of Susquehanna Valley)…
In September 2011, as you might all know, our
town was inundated with flood waters and life as
we were use to changed quite dramatically.
Because of the flood, we started doing things
differently. I am happy to say we all stepped upto-the-plate and did as we felt we were being led
by God to do. Our Fellowship Hall turned into a
distribution center and home for some within days
and remained so for weeks. Our Presbyterian
Women were very active in this effort. It didn’t
stop there. We tried new things in order to
accommodate the community in need.
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Our Annual Fall Rummage Sale was changed
into clothing give-away. We brought our ideas to
the congregation and they responded as a united
family. PW decided that instead of buying
Christmas gifts for the foster children of Tioga
County—which we have done for over 50 years—
we took a leap of faith and made the decision to go
larger and include the whole community. Guess
what – It WORKED!!!
We used our money to buy toys and books for
the kids and the congregation provided Christmas
decorations, trees, gifts, jewelry, ornaments and so
much more. It was awesome!
–Ginny Murray, Moderator
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From Mayfield Central Church Presbyterian Women (PW of Albany Presbytery)…
Mayfield Central Church PW has enjoyed
entertaining the PW groups of the Albany
Presbytery for ten years now with a NetWorkers
Dinner. Each year we invite all the women in
our Presbytery to a dinner featuring a specific
country and serving authentic food. When our
minister Rev.Bonnie Orth came to us ten years
ago, she was the Regional Coordinator for the
Presbyterian Church’s NetWorkers Safe
Motherhood Project and Malaria Prevention
Program. She had spent time in India while she
was in seminary. With her help and
encouragement we put together an Indian dinner
with entertainment and costumes, and invited
women from other churches to attend. Instead of
charging we took up a free-will donation which
was sent to Networkers. At the dinner we also
found some people to take nets home to sew.
When we started the dinners the Networkers
Organization provided mosquito nets for use in
countries with a malaria problem to be sewn and

sent to women and children in these countries.
Rev. Bonnie was the distributor of these nets for
a good part of the country and our garage was
filled with mosquito nets while surrounded by
piles of snow. Since then they have found it
more productive to provide women of these
countries, mostly in Africa and Asia, with
sewing machines and the supplies needed to
complete them themselves. We continue to send
money to provide these supplies.
After the earthquake in Haiti, we decided to
add Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to our
donation recipients and had a Haitian meal. This
past year we had a Japanese meal after the
tsunami. Over the years meals at the
NetWorkers dinners have been from Africa,
Asia, and Central America. We look forward to
this every year and it gets many of our members
who like to cook involved.
–Christian Dahl

From Members of Hector Presbyterian Church, Hector, NY (Geneva Presbytery)…
Members of the Hector Presbyterian Church
participated in a field testing of the Horizons
Bible Study on Exodus in the fall of 2011. The
church does not have a PW group, but Rev.
Nancy Meehan Yao subscribes to Horizons and
responded to the information on the back of the
magazine last spring about the field testing
opportunity. The study was held following a
weekly senior lunch held at the church.
Eighteen men and women participated,
although not all attended every week. The group
met for 9 sessions and feedback was positive.
They both enjoyed and struggled with doing a
study that was not yet in its final form, but did
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like reflecting about what could be changed and
what worked, etc. Pastor Nancy feels that it is
healthy and important for small, (mostly) rural
churches to be involved with the national church
in ways that make sense in their own context.
Most will never attend a PW or other national
event, but can feel connected in this way. For
the past several years, the Hector Church has
used the Horizon’s Bible Study in their adult
study and is currently studying the Beatitudes.
The co-pastors, Rev. Jim Yao and Rev. Nancy
Yao led the studies.
–Lois Carter
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From the Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church, Guilderland, NY (PW of Albany
Presbytery)

PLANNING DAY
Each year, the Hamilton Union
Presbyterian Church Presbyterian Women
hold a Planning Day. This is a day when
plans and discussions about activities for the
following year may be made.
It is led by a woman who is a circle leader,
scribe of the Coordinating Team, and long
time member of PW. Each year there is a
theme, and the leader often provides some
“props” to illustrate the theme. It may be
vision (illustrated with eye-glasses or
binoculars), it may be maps (illustrated with
maps of the various states), or it may be
hearing (illustrated with hearing aids, etc.) or
walking (illustrated with canes, walkers,
crutches, etc.). Each theme is designed to
show how we need God’s vision and
directions. We need to listen to God’s word,
and we need God’s help in being open to his
word. Readings from “The Upper Room”
are often used, to help illustrate the theme.
Open discussion often centers on activities
we have done in the past, and which did not
work, or were felt not worthy of repeating,
all the while noting whether these activities
adhered to our PW Purpose.

those who may need extra care, and delete
the names of those who have died. Under
“Goals for the Year,” we review these goals
and add any which need adding. The list of
Coordinating Team members is reviewed and
altered according to the Search Committee
results. The Membership List is also
reviewed and changed to reflect actual
activity. The PW Calendar for the following
year is then altered to reflect new dates, new
Bible studies and new activities. Lastly, the
names of those wishing to be callers on the
Prayer Chain are adjusted. An email Prayer
Chain is also available for those wishing to
learn the news in that way.
Our next project is to review the activities
we did last year and mark those which are
“keepers” and delete those which were
thought not to be valuable, nor which held
fast to our Purpose.
Then, depending on time allotted,
members break for lunch (which they bring)
and enjoy a fruit compote (again, each person
brings one type of fruit) with beverage
provided. This activity is felt to be very
worthwhile and take the place of the January
Coordinating Team meeting.

We then go through our PW Yearbook,
page-by-page, to see what needs updating.
Under “People Who Need People,” we add
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From the Martha Circle of First Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood, NJ
FROM OUR LIST OF “FAVORITES” —
Greetings from Martha Circle of the Woman’s
Guild, First Presbyterian Church, Ridgewood! As
circle leader, I’ve been asked to tell you about
several of our evening programs that were
especially enjoyed by our members. Here’s a
sampling from our list of “favorites” —
“Journey to Resurrection” with guest speaker
Lucy Janjigian, who is an internationally known
painter, muralist, and sculptor: Lucy presented her
series of 33 paintings that realistically depicted the
events of Passion Week and God’s message of
redemption and salvation. The colorful, compelling
paintings reflected many years of Lucy’s Bible
study and her personal experiences growing up in
Jerusalem in a devout Armenian family.
For her program Lucy brought some of her
paintings and showed others using her 20-minute
DVD, “Journey to the Resurrection,” which has
been seen extensively during Lent in the United
States and other countries including Israel, the
Philippines, South Africa, France and England. A
resident of Franklin Lakes and member of
Westside Presbyterian Church in Ridgewood, Lucy
is listed in “Who’s Who in American Art” and her
work has been exhibited around the world and
hangs in many public, private and corporate
collections.
“Biblical Cities of Iraq” with guest speaker
Major Michael C. Feeney, a member of our Church
and who was deployed in Iraq where he was
stationed in the area of Mesopotamia, considered
the cradle of civilization and an area rich in
Biblical history. His talk included two important
cities of religious significance that have been
closed to most world tourist of several years: Ur in
southern Iraq and the remains of Babylon, located
100 miles south of Baghdad.
From his visit to Ur, he showed pictures of the
massive Great Ziggurat, a pagan tower temple built
atop a stair-stepped pyramid dating back to the 21st
Century BC and considered the best preserved of
the 32 ziggurats in Iraq. Also at Ur Mike told of
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walking through a partially excavated dwelling,
thought perhaps to be the early home of Abraham.
Commenting on Babylon, Mike said that much
of this ancient city, founded at the end of the 3rd
millennium, has been reduced to bricks and
archeological rubble, but reconstruction is ongoing.
He showed pictures of the partially restored palace
of Nebuchanezzar, the Imperial Procession Street
and the full-scale reproduction of the Ishtar Gate.
Touring Saddam’s once lavish Babylon Palace,
Mike said much of the interior has been vandalized
and unfortunately the structure was built on
valuable ancient ruins that may now be lost to
archeologists and the world. Maj. Feeney is a
world history teacher in the Mahwah school
system.
“People Can Change” with Guest Speaker
Susan Jamieson, a member of our congregation:
Susan has spent most of her young adult life
devoted to helping people and attempting to make
their lives better. During her presentation, she
explained that after graduation from Boston
University in psychology in1999, she did extensive
community volunteer work while employed for a
brief period with a financial firm in NYC.
However, realizing that she wanted to do more
with her life, she returned to graduate school at
Hunter College and in 2008 received her Master’s
degree in social work which prepared her for her
current career encompassing drug rehabilitation for
prisoners and NYC Transit employees with
substance dependency. She explained that the
balance of her time involves working with mentally
ill clients affected by anxiety and depression.
Susan strongly believes that many people can
change when helped by professional intervention
and the right type of support and counseling
services. In closing her program, she discussed the
methods used to reach these troubled groups of
people and the success rate that she and
professionals in her field can often achieve.
[continued next page]
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From our List of Favorites continued…
“Epiphany: Our ‘Ah Ha’ Moments with
God” presented by Dana Cooper, who is a Martha
member and also our Church’s Director of
Children and Family Ministries. Celebrating the
season of Epiphany, Dana defined this special
Church Holiday commemorating the visit of the
Magi to the young Christ child. She included the
Biblical history, religious significance and some of
the Christian traditions and customs associated
with Epiphany in churches here and abroad.
She also led a discussion of our own
“epiphanies” — those rare and sudden “spiritual”

insights which Dana calls our “ah ha” moments
with God. As a group we shared the moments
when we felt God had been at work in our lives,
the ways our lives were altered by those
experiences and how they affected our relationship
with God.
For a fun finale we ate Epiphany Cake made by
Dana and dressed in costumes typical of those
worn during the time when the Magi traveled to
honor and bring gifts to the Christ!
— Mary A. Shaw

From the Chazy Presbyterian Women
Our Chazy Presbyterian Women’s group is
gearing up for our 3rd Annual Mothers Day Tea &
Silent Auction. We hold this event on the Saturday
prior to Mother’s Day in May. We invite women
from area churches, within an approximate 30
miles radius, and our local Red Hatters. Our
capacity is 50 guests.
Preparations for the event include: soliciting and
gathering appropriate items from both church
members and area businesses, canvassing church
families for baked goods, sending out flyers to area
churches, planning table decorations, setting up the
auction items (have a slip of paper and a pencil at
the side of each item), readying our kitchen,
arranging for some entertainment, and assigning
jobs such as greeters, a prep team and a clean-up
team.
Items for the sale include: new toiletries,
stationary, glassware, linens, home-baked food,
needlecraft, photo frames, paintings, scarves,
books, and other white elephants. Three unique
items for sale included a one-month’s subscription
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of time on a genealogy website; one hour of
computer training; and, organ lessons.
At least two weeks before the event, CPW visit
area businesses. Each of us chooses several of
those that we frequent, and then we ask for
donations for door prizes or auction items. From
these solicitations, we glean such biddable items as
wine, oil changes, maple syrup, etc.
The tables, set the day before the event, are
decorated in pastel cloths, and flower centerpieces
abound. We charge a $5.00 entrance fee. Sweets
and a variety of teas are served from 2 PM- 4 PM.
In the past we have had a harpist and then, a pianist
perform selections after the silent bidding and
before the winning bids have been announced!
This highly-anticipated event has proven to be a
great fund-raiser — averaging $650.00 each time.
Proceeds are earmarked for local, national, and
international mission projects. Planning and
working together to make this event such a success
makes our hearts happy!
-Emily Castine, PW Fund-Raiser
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SISTERS STAND AND WALK TOGETHER
SISTERS STAND and WALK TOGETHER (SSWT) is beginning enrollment for its 3rd class. It is a 3 year program of
Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Northeast, designed to acclimate women in congregations within the
Synod who have come from other countries to Presbyterian Women and the Presbyterian Church (.US.A.). Thus
far, participants and organizers have come from 4 continents and 6 countries‐Brazil, Ghana, Korea, Nigeria,
Taiwan and the US. There is no cost to the participant.
The purpose of the program is to prepare women for leadership roles within Presbyterian Women and throughout
all levels of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The program has also shown the leadership of Presbyterian Women
in the Synod of the Northeast new ways of being an ‘inclusive, caring community’ and the talents of women who
have come from other places.
The group meets at Stony Point Conference Center 3 times a year. Participants are encouraged to attend
Presbyterian Women’s events such as the Leadership Enhancement Workshop, Triennial Gathering and the
Churchwide Gathering. The sessions have included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Exposure to the Presbyterian Women’s manual (purpose, principles, and structure)
History of the Racial Ethnic Dialogue in Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Northeast
How to develop and lead a Bible study using the Horizons Bible study as a resource (including how to
conduct an ‘ice breaker’)
Conversations about cultural barrier issues and women’s role in the church
How to plan a worship service
Introduction to many resources (Book of Order, Book of Common Worship, Hymnals, periodicals,
websites, etc)
Creation and participation in worship services during the sessions
Homework was given to participate and/or lead in a worship service, small group session or Sunday
School class in our home church.

The next program begins Sat., Apr. 21, 2012, from 9:30‐ 3:00 pm. Subsequent classes will be arranged according
to the participant’s schedules. For further information, contact:
‐Charlotte Hasselbarth, Moderator of Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Northeast at
chasselbarth@hotmail.com or 518‐356‐0637
‐ Denise Kennedy, SSWT Planning Team Member at dkennedy1011@comcast.net rev.11/10/11
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Dispatches to
God's Household:
The General Epistles
by Nancy Benson-Nicol
The six books of the New Testament explored in this
study—1 and 2 Peter, 1–3 John, and Jude—teach us
what it means to live in community, what it means to
belong to the household of God. A subset of New
Testament letters known as the General Epistles,
these letters were written to be shared and read aloud
in early Christian communities.
During the time in which the authors of these letters
lived, believers regarded one another as members of
God’s family. Thus, a guiding and powerful
metaphor in these epistles is the understanding of
family—what it means in the world of the Roman
Empire as contrasted with the more expansive idea of
being a member of God’s household through the
Holy Spirit. These letters were meant to inspire and
comfort the faithful in first-century Asia Minor, and
they continue to speak to us today as we grapple with
how to live in community as disciples of Christ.

STONY POINT CENTER
Conference Registration Form
Horizon Bible Study May 22‐24, 2012
Name:__________________________________
Phone:________________________________
Address:________________________________
City:________________ State: _____Zip:_____
E‐mail:_________________________________
❏ Female ❏ Male
Roommate Request
_______________________________________
We will assign a roommate unless you provide a
roommate request. Each person must fill out a separate
registration form.
Special Dietary or Other Needs:
____________________________________
❏ Double Occupancy

$250.00__________

❏ Single Occupancy
(if available)

$330.00__________

❏ Add’l Overnight Stay $ 90.00__________
Dates: Early Arrival _____________________
Late Departure ________________________
❏ Transportation
❏ Donation for Program

$__________
$__________
TOTAL $__________

❏ Check enclosed (payable to Stony Point Center)

About the Author
Nancy Benson-Nicol is a
teaching elder in the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.). She has served as
chaplain at University of the
Ozarks for the past six years.
Prior to that, Nancy served congregations in
Arkansas and Michigan. A native of
Pennsylvania, Nancy holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Swarthmore College with majors in
sociology, anthropology and religion. She holds a
master of divinity degree from Harvard Divinity
School. While at Harvard, Nancy served in The
Memorial Church under the direction of the late
Peter J. Gomes. Nancy was featured in the July
2004 issue of Presbyterians Today in "40 Under
40: Ones to Watch."
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❏ Visa

❏ MasterCard

Credit Card Number______________________
Expiration Date _____(SPC only uses your credit card to
hold the space and charges it when you check in.)
Signature_______________________________
The full program, which offers additional resources,
begins with dinner on TUESDAY and ends with lunch on
THURSDAY.
Registration and check‐in will start on Tuesday at 4:00
PM. Cost covers meals and a shared double room in one
of our lodges. If requested at registration, a limited
number of private rooms may be available at an
additional cost. Call 845‐786‐5674 x107 with any
questions. For transportation information email our

Transportation Coordinator,
transportation@stonypointcenter.org
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
SYNOD of THE
NORTHEAST
COORDINATING TEAM
2010‐2011

Position
Term
E (Elected)
N (Nominated)
A (Appointed)
Moderator
2014 E

Name
Address
City, State, Zip

Presbytery
Telephone
E-Mail Address

Charlotte Hasselbarth
417 Ridgehill Rd
Schenectedy, NY 12303
Rita Hooper
316 Rochester St.
Hannibal, NY 13074
Kathleen Martinez
56 Relay Road
Hobart, New York 13788
Sharon Hsu
907 Cranbury Cross Rd.
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
Corinne Wiley
10 Division St.
Queensbury, NY 12804;
Dotsie Shaw
6 Vermont Ave.
Barrington, RI 02806

Albany Presbytery
518-356-0637
chasselbarth@hotmail.com
Cayuga-Syracuse
(315) 564-7107 c: (315) 591-2407
twohoops2@juno.com
Susquehanna Valley
(607)538-9771
Fpcokm1@verizon.net
New Brunswick
(732)828-1414
sharon2nj@yahoo.com
Albany Pres.
518-792-5339
cwiley4@roadrunner.com
Southern New England
401-246-0659
dotsieshaw@fullchannel.net

Albany
(518) 799-3661
ardellestewart@hotmail.com
Newton
973-383-4166
jkmac@nac.net
Cayuga-Syracuse
(315)684-9278
huntermg@frontiernet.net

Member-at-Large Representing
Korean American Women
2014 N
Member-at-Large Representing
African American Women
2012 E

Ardelle Stewart
Box 726
Kinderhook, NY 12106
Jane K MacDonald
36 Carriage Lane
Newton, NJ 07860-1927
Maxine Hunter
PO Box 206
Morrisville, NY 13408
Jane Kim
56 Roosebelt Ave.
Hicksville, NY 11801
Magdalene Lewis
116-11 157 Street Apt. 8D
Jamaica, NY11434:

Member-at-Large Representing
Hispanic/Latin American Women
2012 N

Paula Damiani
342 Weirfield St.
Brooklyn, NY 11237

NYC
718-366-5220
JbdPmd1976@aol.com

Vice Moderator
2012 E
Secretary
2014 E
Treasurer
2012 E
Historian
2013 E
Coordinator for Justice and Peace
Concerns
2013 E
Coordinator for Together in Service
2014 E
Churchwide Coordinating Team
Representative from Synod of NE
2014 E
Moderator of Finance Committee
2013 E
Synod PW Leadership Coordinator
2012 E
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(781)741-2722, (c) 516-301-8928
Love219@gmail.com
NYC
718-528-1073
maggielewis2@verizon.net
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Position
Term
E (Elected)
N (Nominated)
A (Appointed)
Member-at-Large Representing
Native American Women
E
Member-at-Large Representing
Asian Women
2014 E
Member-at-Large Representing
Middle Eastern American Women
N
Member-at-Large Representing
College Women
A
Search Committee Member
2013 E
Search Committee Member
2014 E

Search Committee Member
2012 E
Search Committee Member
2012 E
Search Committee Moderator
2012 E
Lighthouse Editor
2014 A
Clergywoman
2014 A
Seminarian
2014 A
Registrar
2014 A
HORIZONS Representative
2014 A
Webservant
2014 A
PWS Representative to Synod
Nominating Committee
2014 A
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Name
Address
City, State, Zip

Presbytery
Telephone
E-Mail Address

Wenly Hsieh
56 Steeplechase Dr.
Marlboro, NJ 07746

732-780-8608

Rhonda Collins
1024 Montgomery St. Apt. 1K
Brooklyn, New York 11213
Flerida Pena
674 E. 149th St. Apt 6G
Bronx, NY 10455

New York City
646-239-4288
rocollins@live.com

wenlyhsieh@yahoo.com

Elizabeth Denier
211 Central St.
Saugus, MA 01906
Althea Meade
12 Kent Rd.
Wassaic, NY 12592
Sandra Arnold
416 Deerfield Rd. Apt. 4
East Syracuse, NY 13057

H 347-879-7135, W 718-409-4227
Ext. 249
*no e-mail - use phone or postal mail
Boston
(781) 231-9247
a.denier@verizon.net
Hudson River
(845)789-1206
aqm54@bestweb.net
Cayuga-Syracuse
(315)437-3271
searnold63@yahoo.com

Gail Banks
817 Couglin Avenue
Syracuse, 13206
Ann B. Shamy (Rev.)
67 Johnson Road
Somerset, NJ 08873
Jessica Hawkinson
SBN 103, 64 Mercer Street
Princeton, NJ 08540
Jane K. MacDonald
36 Carriage Lane
Newton, NJ 07860-1927
JoAnn Burrell
44 S. Cherry Street
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849
Abbie Slaman
67 Sherwood Road
Dumont, NJ 07628
Ginnie Miller
209 Pawnee Rd.
Cranford, NJ 07016

Cayuga-Syracuse
(315) 488-4080
banksgy@yahoo.com
New Brunswick
(732) 545-5346
shamyhome@aol.com
Philadelphia
610-888-1029
jessica.hawkinson@ptsem.edu
Newton
(973) 383-4166
jkmac@nac.net
Newark
(973) 663-2287
joannburrell@optonline.net
Palisades
(201) 384-6024
slamans@optonline.net
Elizabeth
(908) 272-6357
Ginbob5@juno.com
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Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Northeast

CALENDAR OF
OPPORTUNITIES AND REMINDERS
Calendar of events and reminders
2012
Feb. 8
Feb. 22
Feb. 24-26

For

PWP-Utica Winter Gathering — Film by DeWitt
All Women
Jones and Pot-luck luncheon
PWP-Hudson River — Ash Wednesday Retreat with All Women
Rev. Robin Hogle
PWP-Newton Retreat
All Women

Location
Westminster PC
Utica, NY
Stony Point Center

All Women
All Women
All Women
All Women
All Women
Next SSWT class
All Women
All Women
All Women
All Women
All Women
All Women

Oct. 13

PWP-Newark Winter Gathering
PWP-Elizabeth Spring Gathering
PWP-Geneva Spring Gathering
PWP-Palisades Spring Gathering
PWP-New Brunswick Spring Gathering
Sisters Stand and Walk Together
PWP-Newark Spring Gathering
PWP- Northern NY Spring Gathering
NYC PWP Spring Gathering
PWP-Boston Spring Gathering
Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women
PWP-Geneva
Day of Inspiration and Fall Gathering
PWP-Newark Fall Gathering

Villa Pauline
Mendham, NJ
First P.C., Irvington
Mountainside P.C.
Geneva, NY
Leonia, NJ
Flemington, NJ
Stony Point Center
TBA
Scotch PC, Madrid, NY
TBA
Roxbury, MA
Orlando, Florida
Camp Whitman, NY

All Women

TBA

Oct. 20

PWP-Elizabeth Fall Retreat

All Women

Nov. 2

PWSNE CT meeting, PWSNE Business meeting

PWSNE CT

Nov. 3

Leadership Enhancement Workshop

All Women

The Old White Church,
Woodbridge NJ
Hamilton Union PC in
Guilderland, NY
Hamilton Union PC in
Guilderland, NY

Feb. 25
April 17
April 21
April 21
April 21
April 21
April 28
May 5
May 19
May 20
July 18-22
Sept. 21

Annual Recurring Deadlines
Jan. 15
Feb. 1, Aug. 1
Feb. 1, Aug. 1
Mar. 15
Mar. 15
Mar. 25
May 1
June 1
Sept. 1

Deadline for Women of Faith endorsements
Lighthouse articles due to Gail Banks
PWP Historian reports due to Corinne Wiley
Pledges due to Treasurer Sharon Hsu
PWSCT expense vouchers due to Treasurer Sharon Hsu
Pledge Payments due to Central Receiving and PWS Treasurer
PWP Directory due to Churchwide Program Assistant Patricia.Longfellow@pcusa.org
Mission Reports due to PWS from PWP Mission Coordinators
Annual Reports due to PWS from PWP Moderators, send to Kathleen Martinez
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Building on the Rock…
An old-fashioned barn-raising to build an Arts Center
at Stony Point Center
CALLING ALL WOMEN WITH A HAMMER!
If you are handy, have any experience at all with home repairs, disaster recovery, or Habitat for Humanity, Stony Point has a space
for you—in our WOMEN’S WORK WEEK, August 26-31, 2012.
The Vision
A Simple Two-Story Rectangle, with Studios for:
v
v
v
v
v

Pottery – wheels and kilns
Woodworking – carving and furniture making
Fiber arts – paper making, weaving, dyeing
Painting, puppet making, quilting, scrapbooking
Exhibit and display space

Frequently asked questions...
 What are the work group
requirements?
 While all skill levels are welcome, the
following are especially needed:
experienced builders, roofers,
finishers, handy persons
 Work week is Sunday afternoon to
Friday lunch
 Each participant brings $300 which
goes entirely toward building
materials





What is the work day?
Morning prayer (if desired)
Work 9-noon and 1-5pm
Evenings free – options available

An Art Center at SPC…

A Place to Explore One’s Faith through the Arts

A Place to Use the Arts to Build the Movement for
Peace and Justice

A Way to Nurture Community

A Creative Space
If this appeals to you, contact Jane MacDonald at
jkmac@nac.net to get a full presentation, or reserve a
space. Come, have some fun, stretch yourself.

WOMEN’S WORK WEEK, August 26-31, 2012
section of painting by
Emily Otto, Artist-inResidence

An open space…for art

