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Many thanks to a 
great Design Team 

who organized a 
2-day Triennial 

Gathering that was 
full of excitement 

and had many 
educational 

experiences. 
Everyone was able 

to participate in 
three workshops, 
Plenary sessions, 

installation 
services, a great 

forum discussion, 
and worship with 

Communion 
–all centered 

around Christian 
Hospitality, 

Immigration, and 
Diversity. 
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The Coordinating team for the Presbytery of 
the Palisades went to Albany for the Synod of 
the Northeast Triennial Gathering. Photos top 
left to right. Sophie Corporan,Joyce Thomson, 
Marion Gregg-Whited, Edna Anderson, Brenda 
Calloway,. To the left Joyce Thomson & Adina 
Yacoub. Photos below- left, Plenary session 
with Christ candle, right Diane Nafash (one of 
three gathering photographers) lower photo 
the new CT installation. 
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Words from the 
Moderator
There is a saying that the good 
things do not last forever but in 
most cases, they leave behind a lot 
of good memories. That’s the way I 
felt when looking back to the year 
2001, when I was elected to be the 
Co-Moderator, Search committee 
Coordinator, and Program 
Coordinator for PWPP. It was a 
very challenging opportunity but 
with God on my side and the help 
of the Coordinating Team leaders 
of those years, such as past 
Moderators Peggy Carey, Joanne 
Schnaudt and our beloved, 
departed, Barbara Van Tilburg.  
Nine years ago, after the dynamic 
leadership of Barbara, I was 
elected Moderator. When that 
happened, I felt very honored and 
blessed.  God was giving me a 
great opportunity to serve in a 
different, challenging field. It had 
many ups and downs, but like in 
the past, I realized that He was not 
calling me to do the work alone, 
just like when He called Moses, 
God also called Aaron to help 
Moses. I was already working with 
a Team of dedicated women that 
like me wanted to bring the word 
of God in many different ways and 
were always filled with love and 
enthusiasm. Some of these 
women, just to mention few, for 
instance, Adina Yacoub, CT 
Treasurer, soon to be installed as 
the 2018 Moderator; and Joyce 
Thomson, our faithful Secretary/
Historian. I can say the same for 

Diane Nafash, that through the 
many artistic gifts she has shone 
through the editing and publishing 
of ‘The Patter’, the art displayed in 
all the advertisements for our PW 
Gatherings; I can go on and on but 
you all know Diane and her 
dedication for PW. I cannot close 
the paragraph without mentioning 
the other troopers of this Team; 
Edna Anderson, former Horizons 
Coordinator, presently appointed 
Registrar/Spiritual Counselor, who 
has been with the CT for many 
years. She is always willing and 
available to make the work simple 
and easy, she is a ‘yes’ person 
when the call is to get into action.  
Besides all that, Edna is a good 
friend.

Now, I would like to mention the 
last addition that our Lord sent to 
the Team during my term as 
Moderator; I am referring to the 
willingness of Marion Gregg-
Whited.  Marion used to attend the 
Spring Gatherings and Fall 
Retreats so one day I invited 
Marion to attend the CT meeting, 
at that time the team needed 
someone to be the Peace and 
Justice Coordinator.   I am sure 
that the night before the Lord 
spoke to Marion because when 
offered her the position she 
accepted it with joy and not only 
working in Peace and Justice, at 
this year’s Fall Retreat, Marion will 
also be installed as the Bible 
Study/Horizons Coordinator.

Another trooper for PW is Deborah 
Heatwole.  She was also invited to 
a CT meeting, there was one spot 
to be filled in the leadership for 
“Together In Service Coordinator”, 
a position that was under the 
leadership of Maha Faragalla.  
Unfortunately, Maha and her family 
moved out the USA, and we all felt 
sorry to say good bye to Maha; I 
asked Debbie to join us and she 
said yes. Miracles happen every 

day to those that trust in the Lord. 
This year Debbie will be installed 
as the new PW Treasurer. You 
might ask, and who is going to be 
the Mission Coordinator; well, 
don’t you remember the promise to 
trust in the Lord, and that’s what 
we did, and so, Mrs. Brenda 
Calloway, after an invitation she 
accepted to be the Together In 
Service Coordinator/Mission. 
Brenda will be installed at the 
2017, September Fall Retreat” 
together with the newly elected 
Moderator, Treasurer and Horizon 
Coordinator.

I don’t like to close this book 
without mentioning the rest of the 
willing workers that in previous 
years had work hand-in-hand for 
PWPP.  We will always remember 
with love and gratitude, our dear 
Barbara Van Tilburg. Barbara left 
the CT and functioned in the team 
as Advisor/Moderator Emeritus, 
since 2011.

Abbie Slaman  for many years 
serves PW as ‘The Patter’ Editor, 
also as Treasurer. Abbie was very 
efficient in everything she did.  
Abbie is enjoying her family doing 
what she enjoys best, playing with 
her grandson, going on nature 
walks and participating in many 
forms of art.

Irene Montella; Registrar/Music 
Director, Irene served PW since 
2009, always with joy and 
devotion, illness was the cause for 
her retirement.

Katharine Kelly; Member-at-large/
Spirituality/Program Coordinator: I 
just have a word that best 
describes Katherine’s work and 
personality, she is a living angel.

Continued on page 8  

“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34)
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The Presbyterian Women used the month of 
March to collect items for Church World 
Service’s Hygiene Kits which are sent anywhere 
in the world where needed. Simple items we 
take for granted like a face and hand cloth, bar 
of soap, nail clippers, comb, band aids are 
packed in a plastic bag and shipped to CWS. A 
special thank you to David Jackman of Thrivent 
Financial Services who donated additional seed 
money for the project. A total of 30 complete kits 
were sent.

In April, Holy Week was celebrated with Palms, 
a Seder/Tenebrae service and then Easter with 
the Children’s Choir performing a 10-minute 
version of Jesus Christ Superstar.

May brought two infant baptisms and a special 
Recognition Sunday for the women of the 
church who have been members of the church
since ‘the last century’. Each woman received a 
bouquet of flowers. One woman has been a 
member for over 90 years!
Our annual Levi Sunday occurred after worship 
when children and adults plant flowers around 
the church grounds.

June brought a Recognition Sunday for the men 
of the church who have been members. Each 
man was presented with a rose boutonnière. 

Our fabulous Fellowship Committee hosted a 
luncheon, and then the Presbyterian Women 
were at it again with a last minute Spring 
Goodwill Sale. The amount of donations is 
always amazing, and it turned out to be another 
successful sale. All proceeds will go to mission. 
Plus the left over sheets, towels, and linens are 
donated to the Bergen County Animal Shelter, 
bags of beautiful baby clothing were donated to 
Lighthouse Pregnancy Center in Hackensack, 
and the remaining items were donated for the 
benefit of LUPUS.

The month of July was used to take a breath, 
then to get ready for our annual Vacation Bible 
School in August. FPC Hackensack became a 
Maker Fun Factory!

First Presbyterian of Hackensack
Making a difference.....

Deborah Heatwole
Treasurer- Elect

deborah@fpchackensack.org
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supports “Project    Linus Mission”

Pat Burnham
Moderator/ 
Susan Young Circle

Project Linus is comprised of hundreds 
of local chapters and thousands of 
volunteers across the United States. Each 
volunteer and local chapter all work 
together to help us achieve our mission 
statement, which states: 
First, it’s mission to provide love, a sense 
of security, warmth and comfort to children 
who are seriously ill, traumatized, or 
otherwise in need through the gifts of new, 
handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly 
created by volunteer ‘blanketeers’. 

Second, it is Project Linus’ mission to 
provide a rewarding and fun service 
opportunity for interested individuals and 
groups in local communities, for the benefit 
of children. Together we have distributed 
over 6 million blankets to children in need 
since our inception in 1995.
 
For more information go to 
www.projectlinus.org

1 2 3

4

5

How to make a Linus Blanket
1) Cut fleece fabric to desired dimensions.
    Make small cuts every inch around the perimeter of 
    the fabric.
2) Cut a 4 inch square on each corner.
3) Cut 4 inches into each of these small cuts 
    making a fringe.
4) Tie a simple knot at the top of each cut all around.
5) Voila! The Linus blanket is made.
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Mideast Evangelical Church
of Jersey City holds annual conference

The Mideast 
Evangelical church 
holds an annual conference every 
year during the Fourth of July 
weekend. This tradition started 
forty five years ago.

This year church conference was 
held at the Crown Plaza Hotel in 
Reading PA.  We had an 
attendance of 130 people which 
included 39 youth and children.

The two church vans were 
packed with over 25 people who 
needed a ride as a well another 
van to carry the music equipment 
for the adults and youth worship 
teams.

We invited a guest speaker from 
Texas as well as worship leader 
from Canada.  

We had two Sunday school 
classes and a youth group that 
rocked the place with their music 
and voices.

The conference lasted from 7/1 
to 7/4 and we all felt God’s 
presence the entire time.  We 
glorified God with our worship 
and sharing of the Word.  

We also had time of fellowship 
with one another as the hotel 
offered comfortable couches 
and chairs throughout.  The 
young ones enjoyed a nice pool 
that our group took over, for 
sure.

The Theme of the conference 
was ‘from brokenness to 
Victory’. The theme touched so 
many who are going through 
challenging times and are 
looking for hope in this journey 
until victory is achieved.

Remembering Barbara

I was introduced to Barbara Van 
Tilburg  in a triennial gathering at the 
Desmond Hotel in NY many years ago.  
we were attending the same workshop 
and she leaned over to me and said I 
need you to join our Coordinating Team 
of PW of the Palisades and become 
our treasurer. I hesitated but it did not 
take Barbara long to win me over and I 
have been the treasurer ever since.  
Barbara had a love for God, her family 
and her beloved Presbyterian Women 
which she served faithfully for many 
years.  She was truly a Godly woman 
who showed her faith in the words she 
uttered and the actions she took. She 
served her Lord with all her energy until 
she could not do it anymore. 
I remember Gerry who passed away on 
8/9/16, her beloved husband driving 
her to meetings and she would proudly 
introduce him to all the ladies. Barbara 
was proud of her children, grand 
children and great grand children.
I have a copy of her last Christmas 
Greeting 2016 newsletter where she 
detailed what was taking place with 
each member of  her family with great 
pride.
Barbara finished the race, she fought 
the good fight and was welcomed 
home to the voice "Well done good 
and faithful servant."  
We miss her but her legacy 
continues in all of us whom she 
touched in one way or another. 
Barbara is now united with Gerry 
and her Savior singing Alleluia.

Adina Yacoub,
Moderator -Elect

adiyac2000@yahoo.com
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Edna Anderson
Registrar/Spirituality

The Presbyterian Church of Teaneck
‘Power of Pennies’, Annual golf outing, Workshops     
& World  communion, all building & reaching out.

1. "Power of Pennies" pennies were collected during the Lenten 
season. This donation is used to benefit The West Africa Health 
Foundation. The Board of Deacons also contributed. These 
donations were presented to Dr. Cynthia Boakye and delivered in 
August. They will go towards building an eye clinic.

2. The annual golf outing was held at The Valley Brook County Golf 
Course in Rivervale, NJ. The proceeds of this event benefits the 
Whittier Elementary School's L.I F.E. program (Learning in 
Functional Environment). 

3. A cluster of churches participated in an ongoing series of 
workshops to discuss " Building Up And Reaching Out " - 
exploring our Ministry Inside and Outside the Church. Churches 
participating are: Bethany, Claremont Lafayette, First Presbyterian 
Church of Hackensack, Old Bergen, St. Augustine and United of 
Paterson, and The Presbyterian Church of Teaneck.

4. World Communion Sunday will be celebrated by a cluster of 
churches from Bethany, Leonia, and Teaneck at The Presbyterian 
Church of Teaneck.

7

How Joe & Selena Keeseeker began visiting immigrants held in detention centers.

Joe and Selena Keesecker moved to 
Phoenix, AZ in 2010, following Joe’s 
retirement.  In the Spring of 2011, they 
were invited to a workshop led by staff 
from the Florence Immigrant and Refugee 
Rights Project (a program of legal 
assistance for immigrants funded originally 
and still by Presbyterian sources, among 
many others). This workshop prepared 
people to write letters to persons held in 
detention and possibly to begin visiting.    
Thus began what has become a central 
ministry for them in these five years. 

Since beginning their visits, they have 
visited and developed relationships with 
about 250 people held in detention, 
coming from 30 different countries.  
Many have never  been in the U.S. 
illegally, having come to the border 
seeking asylum from conditions in their 
own countries. 

Those who live near the detention centers 
can go to visit people, anyone can write 
letters and develop “pen pal” relationships.

We have learned that persons in detention 
are very grateful when receiving cards or 
letters, knowing there are people “out there” 
who care about them and have not forgotten 
them. People are encouraged to start by 
writing to one person.  If interested, please 
contact Marion Gregg Whited the Peace & 
Justice coordinator in PW Palisades and she 
can get in touch with them for names and 
basic instructions on writing letters.

Marian Gregg Whited writes letters of 
encouragement to boast their morale. 
Letting them know that they are not alone.  
God is watching over them and protecting 
them while they are being detained.  

Some have been detained for three years or 
more.  They are asking for religious asylum, 
or to be bonded out (which is very  
expensive.  Sometimes as much as $30,000. 
They are very appreciative when PW women 
sign their cards.  

In the photos PW at the Triennial are signing 
a Birthday card, and two other cards for the 
Women who are held in the Detention 
Center in Eloy, Arizona.



Meet Rhonda & Rev. Sam
Program leaders: Fall Retreat 2017

Barbara Thomas; former Bible 
Study/Horizons Coordinator, 
Barbara was well known for her 
excellent Horizons presentations 
at the gatherings.

Judy Baehren; former PW 
Secretary/Historian, another 
dedicated worker with blessed 
knowledge of her work.

All this information that I am 
sharing with you serve as a 
testimony that God never asked 
the impossible from us. All that it 
takes to do the job is the 
willingness and the reassurance 
that as we are called, help is on 
the way. You all have been a 
wonderful committee, necessary 
to not only me but to God and with 
each other. 

I am looking forward to 
continue to work with all  
of you in this wonderful 
CT of the PWPP, 
working on the 
gatherings program and 
serving the Appointed 
Positions: Advisor/
Moderator Emeritus, till 
the Lord calls again.

Thank you very much for your love 
to God and your patience working 
with me as your leader.

May the Lord bless you and be 
with you always,

Celia S. Diaz-Corporan

Moderator, 
Presbyterian Women
Presbytery of the Palisades 
Dinorah1038@gmail.com

Words from the 
Moderator 
continued from 
page 3....... Rhonda Sanchez 

is our PWSNE 2016 Mission Experience Representative 
to the San Francisco Bay area held last September. 
Rhonda’s theme from that experience is called “Out of 
the darkness and into the light.” (Jn. 1:5) 

Rhonda began with Presbyterian Women by getting involved 
with the women of my local church and helping to assemble 
crafts that could be used as a fundraiser. While she worked she 
listened to each other’s stories and challenges. 

“As time passed, I learned about and began to attend events 
held around New York City for the PW of my Presbytery and the 
Latin American Women who sponsored events for the Spanish 
language community.  During service at the local PW and PWP, I 
was offered a variety leadership roles.  I have served as Historian, 
Enabler/Networker and Treasurer for the Latin American Women; 
Vice-Moderator of the PWP of NYC; Search Committee Member, 
Search Committee Moderator and Finance Committee 
Moderator for the PW of the Synod of the Northeast.”  

“I have also held diverse roles in my local church, as deacon, 
elder, treasurer, Sunday school teacher and youth leader. I 
presently serve as co-chair of a standing committee of my 
presbytery and am one of the leaders of Covenant Architects 
Network – a youth, young adult and emerging leaders ministry 
which has a partnership with the Synod of the Northeast. I am 
also a wife and mother.”

“I believe that through a willingness to serve, the 
desire to meet new people and have new experiences, 
our Lord has molded me and guided me in my service 
to him as well as opened doors to a myriad of 
opportunities.”

Rev. Samuel Weddington 
is the Pastor/Head of Staff of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Maywood, First Presbyterian Church of Moonachie, and the 
United Presbyterian Church of Lyndhurst, as well as strategic 
mission partner with “Mision Presbiteriana Nueva Vida” in 
Moonachie. 

In addition to his many roles across these churches, he is also 
heavily involved in the life and work of the presbytery. Rev. 
Weddington came to New Jersey from Seoul, South Korea after 
having served as the Director of English Ministry of the 12,000 
member Presbyterian Church of the Lord, he completed his 
Th.M. at Princeton Theological Seminary, focusing on Political 
Theology. He is a graduate of Union Presbyterian Seminary in 
Richmond, Virginia where he met his wife, Rev. Eungyoung Kim. 
They are the proud parents of two children, Sammy and Youngji. 

The Weddington family tries to live out the call in 
God's promise to Abraham that, "...through you, all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed." (Genesis 12:3b)8

mailto:Dinorah1038@gmail.com
mailto:Dinorah1038@gmail.com
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Directions to Claremont LaFayette United Presbyterian Church

From New Jersey Turnpike (I 95)
Take exit 15E on the right towards US 1-9: Newark
Keep right at the fork
Keep left at the fork
Merge left onto Lincoln Highway (US 1 Truck)
Continue straight onto Communipaw Avenue
Continue onto Communipaw Avenue
Turn right onto Mallory Avenue
Turn left onto Claremont Avenue
Continue slightly left onto Claremont Avenue
124 Claremont Avenue Jersey City.

The USA 
Experience 
equips women with an 
understanding of the 
region’s history and 
culture the existing 
ministry of the church 
and the challenges 
faced by local women 
and children. 
Participants will 
* develop skills to 

advocate for 
immigrants and 
survivors of human 
trafficking;

*  learn about human 
trafficking domestic 
violence and 
immigration issues;

* identify resources 
women can use to 
help eliminate slavery 
and domestic 
violence; and

* examine the myths 
and realities of 
immigration, and 
explore personal 
immigration stories.

Download an 
application at 
www.presbyterianwom
en.org/missionmatters.

9

In addition to this program, 
a video of the PW Synod of 
the Northeast Triennial 
Gathering in Albany will be 
shown. The Theme being 
“Household of Faith”.
“...you are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, 
but fellow citizens with 
God’s people and also 
members of his 
household...” 
Ephesians 2: 17-21
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Save the dates!

The 2018 Church-wide Gathering of
Presbyterian Women will be held August 
2–5, 2018 in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Be sure you are on our email list
so you won’t miss one bit of news about the 
Gathering! Email patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org 
and urge all your friends to get on the list,too. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=12Vq1j48_Rk

SAVE THE DATE!  SEPTEMBER 23, 2017
9:15 am - 1:30 pm
Place: Claremont LaFayette 
United Presbyterian Church,
Corner of 124 Claremont Ave & 417 Rose Ave. 
Jersey City, NJ 07305

Theme: “Out of the darkness into the Light”

PW Presbytery of the Palisades 
CT meeting for Spring Gathering. 
January 13, 2018, 9:30 am
Presbytery office- 340 W Passaic St, 
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

Come to the Table 2017
SAVE THE DATE!  SEPTEMBER 22-23, 2017   
Place:   Stony Point Center, NY.

Theme: ”Feasting on abundance”
http://www.synodne.org/come-to-the-table/

Wednesday September 27, 2017, 6-9 pm 
( A simple dinner for all at 6 pm - Program starts at 
7 pm. Business meeting for PWP at 6 pm as well.)
Theme: “Refugees” Speaker Susan Smith
First Presbyterian Church 
54 High Street, Newton NJ

FALL GATHERING
 PW of Newton Presbytery

FALL RETREAT
 Presbytery of the Palisades

(click for flyer)
(click for Registration form)

PWSNE GATHERING
Stony Point

UNWRAPPING GIFTS
“Keynote Speaker Rev. Abby Mohaupt
October 13 -14, 2017 
3 pm Friday- 3 pm Saturday

10
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Urgent request from our Synod Moderator
I am reaching out to you because it was suggested 
PDA (& perhaps CWS -Church World Service) be the 
recipient of the offering at the Fall PWSNE 
Gathering at Stony Point. If you don't plan to attend 
perhaps you or the ladies you work with might want 
to donate to hurricane relief.

“My God, my rock in whom I take refuge.” Psalm 18:2
 
As the floodwaters in Texas only begin to recede, new devastation has arrived in the Caribbean, with 
Hurricane Irma closing in on Florida and additional storms developing in the Atlantic.

Members of PDA’s National Response Team are currently in Texas and the Gulf region, assessing 
damage, providing aid, and offering spiritual and emotional care for those impacted by the devastating 
winds and floods of Harvey. Even in the midst of that aftermath, PDA is working with its partners to 
provide relief to those in the wake of Hurricane Irma, and reaching out to networks in its path. This 
category 5 hurricane carries sustained winds of 180 mph, and is expected to remain a category 4 or 5 
storm as it proceeds through the Caribbean, toward the United States. As people in Barbuda, Puerto 
Rico, Cuba, Florida and other areas nearby begin digging out from the storm or bracing for this storm’s 
impact, PDA is already engaged. 

In this season of devastating storms — the likes of which are rarely seen — will you 
help us expand our witness to the compassionate Christ by standing in the GAP?

GIVE: 
Support Presbyterian Disaster Assistance’s emergency response and long-term recovery work in the 
areas affected. Gifts can be designated in two ways: Hurricane Harvey (DR000169-Harvey) and Atlantic 
Regional Hurricanes (DR000194). You can also give with a credit card by visiting 
presbyterianmission.org/GIVE-Harvey or by phone at 800-872-3283.

ACT:
• Put together Gift of the Heart kits for survivors in the affected areas — hygiene kits and cleanup 

buckets are especially needed. For more information, go to pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/.
• Contact the PDA Call Center to be notified of volunteer opportunities. Call 866-732-6121 or 

email pda.callcenter@pcusa.org.
• Learn how your congregation can help families who have lost everything in the devastation. Stay 

informed and like us on Facebook or visit pda.pcusa.org. Be sure to share updates with your 
congregation.

Lisa Gray,
Moderator PWSNE

PRAY: 
God, our Shelter, in the challenging days to come, work through us to bring relief and respite, comfort 
and hope to those who grieve the loss of family, home, and safety. Give us and those we serve faith to 
walk on through weary days of rebuilding. May our generosity in prayer and in tangible signs of 
support overflow more than floodwaters, to sustain your work of healing and rebuilding and to bring 
comfort and strength to those who suffer. Amen.

(For a more in-depth prayer, click here.) For more information, visit presbyterianmission.org/pda.

http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-d/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-d/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-h/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-h/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-k/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-k/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-u/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-u/
mailto:pda.callcenter@pcusa.org
mailto:pda.callcenter@pcusa.org
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-o/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-o/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-b/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-b/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-p/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-p/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-x/
http://info.pcusa.org/t/i-l-otrmtt-fiijrtldr-x/


JUSTICE&PEACE

Justice & Peace
Coordinator:

Marion Gregg-Whited
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What is Food Justice?

Why Peace & Human Rights?

What is Fair Trade?

Fair Trade means supporting farmers and 
craftspeople on the margins around the 
world by paying a fair price for their goods 
made in non-exploitive conditions. At the 
core of the fair trade model are direct, in-
depth relationships between buyers and 
sellers, thus empowering the sellers to 
develop themselves and their communities 
in sustainable ways.

Why shop Fair Trade?
When you seek out Fair Trade products, for 
example at Stony Point, or online, your 
purchases help people close by and around 
the world support their families, send their 
kids to school, build homes, get health care 
and grow their communities in ecologically 
sound ways. Rather than a handout, Fair 
Trade contributes to the dignity of people 
and develops their inherent creative talents. 
In turn, you receive unique items made with 
pride.

“ I pity the man who wants a coat 
so cheap that the man or woman 
who produces the cloth will starve 
in the process”                         
         Benjamin Harrison, 23rd US President

“The ultimate goal of farming is not the 
growing of crops, but the cultivation 
and perfection of human beings”
                 Masonoba Fukuoka, Japanese Farmer
Food justice is about the fair and equitable 
production and distribution of healthy, nutritious 
food. At the Stony Point center (above), we see 
food justice happening when land, water, 
workers, livestock, and consumers are honored 
in the process of producing and distributing food. 

Boycott Wendy’s!  Why?
The Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers is calling for a boycott 
of Wendy’s until they join other 
major fast food outlets in the 
Fair Food Program. 

Keeping us aware of what is “Fair !”

“True Peace is not merely the absence 
of tension: it is the presence of justice.”               
                               Rev. Martin Luther KIng Jr.

“Recognition of the 
inherent dignity and of 
the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of 
the human family is the 
foundation of freedom, 

justice and peace in the world.”
– Preamble to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights12
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JUSTICE&PEACE
Divinity amid our differences

Compassion

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in 
our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.”

So  God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created then.
– Genesis 1:26–27

The great poet May Angelou describes 
the many hues of humanity in her poem 
“ Human Family”:

The variety of our skin tones
         can confuse, bemuse,             
                   delight,
         brown and pink and beige 
               and purple, 
         tan and blue and 
                  white...........

But we are more alike my 
friends than we are unalike................

The Genesis story and Angelou’s poem 
affirm that we are made of the same stuff. 
We have more in common than not. All of us 
come from the same source, in God’s image 
as God is revealed in many shapes and 
colors. 

So why do we make such a mess of our 
common humanity? Why do we divide into 
tribes that accentuate our differences? Why 
do we create census data that ask us, in 
different ways who we are, based on our 
skin color or our parentage, and yet push 
away some in our “ classification” whose 
skin is not “white” enough or “black “ or 
“brown” enough?

We have technology today that enables us 
to dig more deeply into our genetic heritage 
than some of us would wish. We can send 
away a little bit of ourselves and have our 
genetic history mailed to us. Many of those 
searches demonstrate that every one of us 
is a jumble of DNA material that links us to 
tribes we may be loath to claim.  

When will we get over it? When will we 
genuinely claim the truth that we are all one 
in God’s image? Is that biblical truth 
foolishness? Do the words stick in our 
throats if we try to sing the words we 

learned in Sunday 
school: “Jesus loves the 
little children, all the 
children of the 
world......”?
Does this 
understanding of 
being made in the 
image of God have 
anything to do with 
our society 

functions? As people of faith in this creator 
God, how can we not demand just 
economic policies, health-care systems 
and relief programs for all of God’s 
children, especially our most vulnerable 
sisters and brothers?
Scripture declares that every person in 
our society and our world is a creation 
reflecting the image of God. We can 
discuss at great length precisely what 
that means but whatever else we 
conclude, we cannot as Christians, 
escape Scripture’s claim that every 
living person must be honored and 
treated with a care that honors  the 
image of God with which they are 
endowed. And “where the rubber meets 
the road”, it is not only a matter of faith. 
It is a political matter. Let those who 
have ears to hear, hear!

Despite social 
friction, we’re all 
made in God’s 

image.

13

Vernon Broyles 111 -  
August/ September 
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stronger!
Join 2 PWP’s to change 
whole communities. 

During my time at the 2017 Triennial I was moved very 
much by all of the excitement - the Music, the Forum, 
the Worship, the Workshops, the Desmond itself but 
the one big thing that stuck with me afterward and that 
I shared most with my friends was this. 
Let me explain:  
At first when I checked into the Desmond hotel I was 
told I was not going to have the same roommate that I 
requested, and that I would be rooming with another 
woman named Diana. Being close to my own name I 
was intrigued as to who this would be. Well to make a 
long story a little shorter, at bedtime we shared our 
connection with PW and Diana told me about what her 
PWP of Hudson River was doing. She talked about 
how they got involved with a small community in the 
far northeast of India. Singngat was an impoverished 
farming community with no nearby source of water, 
or toilets. 
Diana went on to say that her Presbytery, Hudson River 
was able to fulfill their original request for sewing 
machines, instructors and fabric to develop a women’s 
sewing cooperative.  

In addition I was most impressed to hear with much 
dedication they were able to send chickens and a 
chicken coop, a water pump, piping, and two water 
tanks near to the villagers’ homes, a supply of cleaner 
cookstoves to replace three-stone open fires,  
deforestation, and air pollution. 

Diana also told me about how her granddaughter was 
able to raise a large amount of funds to provide 
beehives for honey and the cultivation of more bees. 
Wow! I was so impressed I felt we need to get more 
Presbyteries involved and help one another.

I was pleased to hear in the Lighthouse that the 
Hudson PWP is now reaching out to other PWP’s to 
join them in this effort. In particular, at present they 
need assistance from some of the groups that have 
been working on women’s hygiene issues and also 
a  need for more cookstoves! 

Judy Wason from Hudson River 
(judy.pwhrp@gmail.com is asking for your donations. 
Funds (payable to Presbyterian Women of Hudson 
River Presbytery) should be sent to: Julia Coss 
(juliaecoss@gmail.com) 
39 Emerson Ave, New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Donate your unwanted crayons and 
we’ll recycle them into new ones.
Then we’ll donate them back to 
schools, hospitals, arts programs 
and other organizations invested in 
our children.

http://thecrayoninitiative.org

Park 
Church’s 
PW in 
Newark NY 
invite you 
to Light up 
South 
Sudan 
through the 
purchase of 
solar lanterns 

to be used in 
rural homes. These lanterns , which cost 
$10 each, provide evening light, and will 
expand educational opportunities.

Join the Hudson River PWP and 
change a whole community in India.

Contact Linda Werts to purchase lights 
c/o Park Presbyterian Church, 110 
Maple Court, Newark NY. (315) 
331-2255 or parkchurch110@gmail.com
( please make out checks to PW Geneva 
Presbytery, memo: solar lights)

Diane 
  & 
Diana

To me that’s what this PW Newsletter is all about  
Sharing our Ministries. Diane V Nafash

Editor The Patter14
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2018 Horizons Bible Study
Cloud of Witnesses:
The Community of Christ in Hebrews

This year’s Horizons Bible study, Cloud of Witnesses: 
The Community of Christ in Hebrews, approaches 
Hebrews through nine major themes:
  
*In Community With Jesus Christ. 
*In Community With the Living God. 
*In Community With the Living Word. 
*In Community With God’s Messengers. 
*In Community With the Tradition of the Past. 
*In Community With the Reality of the Present. 
*In Community With the Hope of the Future. 
*In Community With the Household of Faith. 
*In Community With All the Saints. 
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The 2017–2018 PW/Horizons Bible Study, 
“Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of Christ 
in Hebrews” by Melissa Bane Sevier. 

The study was written by pastor and educator 
Melissa Bane Sevier (Suggestions for Leaders by 
Sung Hee Chang). Melissa’s prayer for us is that study 
groups and circles develop an understanding of the 
book of Hebrews and a stronger sense of community 
through this study.

In 2014, Bible Study participants were give the opportunity to support 
Presbyterian Women and receive (with a minimum $50.00 gift) a copy 
of N. T. Wright’s book, Paul,for Everyone: 2 Corinthians

Spring forward to 2017 and support Presbyterian Women’s Mission 
Pledge with a minimum gift of $50.00 to receive N.T. Wright’s book, 
Hebrews, for Everyone!
Send your gift of $50.00 or more with a note that includes your name 
and address and indicates that you would like to 
receive N. T. Wright’s book on Hebrews to:
Presbyterian Women Giving
P.O. Box 643652
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3652

About Hebrews, for Everyone
Writing in an approachable and anecdotal 
style, Tom Wright helps us to find our way 
around the letter to the Hebrews, one of the 
most challenging writings in the New 
Testament. He acknowledges that people often 
find it difficult, because some of the ideas it 
contains are strange to us. Yet, like meeting a new friend, Wright helps 
us to find Hebrews full of interest and delight, with a powerful 
message that comes home to the church of today and tomorrow just 
as much as it did to the church of yesterday.
                                                          —Review from book’s back cover

PW’s Bible Study premium: Hebrews, For Everyone

If you are planning to pass along your
Horizons representative trinkets, best 
practices, and sundry display items to 
someone newly appointed to the 
Horizons rep role, please alert Patricia 
Longfellow of this change of duties. 
Patricia is a professional herder of all 
PW information, and works tirelessly 
behind the scenes to ensure that PW’s 
comings and goings are duly noted 
and current. Patricia can be reached 
at patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org
or drop a line to Patricia c/o PW, 100 
Witherspoon St., Louisville KY 
40202-1396.

Now, did you know that your 
Horizons magazine and Bible study 
(and other resources) are award-
winning publications?

In April, Presbyterian Women received 
two DeRose-Hinkhouse Memorial 
Awards from Religion Communicators 
Council (RCC) for work produced in 
2016. The first was an Award of Merit 
for Horizons magazine. The second 
was an Award of Merit for the Thank 
Offering 2016 promotional packet. 
RCC, an interfaith organization of 
professional religion communicators, 
presents the DeRose-Hinkhouse 
awards each year to active members 
who demonstrate excellence in 
religious communications and public 
relations.

In May, Presbyterian Women received 
four awards from the Associated 
Church Press (ACP) for work 
produced in 2016: an Award of 
Excellence/Best in Class for Horizons 
magazine; an Honorable Mention for 
the theological reflection “Hope-ly” by 
Irene Pak, published in the March/April 
2016 issue of Horizons; an Award of 
Merit for the theological reflection “An 
Old Invitation for a New Day” by Carol 
Bechtel, published in the July/August 
issue of Horizons; and an Award of 
Excellence for the Who Is Jesus? Bible 
study by Judy Yates Siker. Each year, 
ACP honors faith communicators’ best 
work with its “Best of the Church 
Press” awards.

Marion Gregg-Whited
Horizons Coordinator:
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TOGETHER IN SERVICE REPORTS
DUE ON OR BEFORE 2/1/2018
Please send information about your 
continued and new mission projects / 
fundraisers with the name of your church, 
address, phone, email and contact person. 
Include pictures of your group while 
working on a project if available, and feel 
free to attach any additional information. 
Send your information to Diane Nafash, 
Email - dvnafash@gmail.com with a 
copy to: Sophie Corporan, 
Email - dinorah1038@gmail.com 

Dear Friend,
At the age of sixteen, the words of Micah 6:8 took a
hold of my heart in a way that I had never experienced 
before. It was during that time that my youth pastor first 
introduced me to International Justice Mission. 
International Justice Mission is a non-profit Christian 
human rights agency whose vision is to rescue 
thousands, protect millions, and prove that justice for the 
poor is possible. Upon learning about the sex trafficking 
and modern day slavery oppressing the lives of so many, 
my eyes were opened and my heart was broken. A new 
yearning for justice was awakened within me. Combining 
my love for people, passion for justice, and desire to 
serve God, I obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Psychology alongside of minors in Criminal Justice and 
Bible in hopes of pursuing a career in helping and 
protecting others. 

Recently I was offered and accepted a position with IJM 
and will be serving as an Investigations Intern for three 
months (September 11th-December 6th) at IJM 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. I am seeking to gain 
support as I step out in faith to follow this calling.
Firstly, I ask for your support in prayer. Pray for the clients 
IJM is working with globally as well as the IJM team as a 
whole. Pray for the mission of IJM, that biblical justice 
would be realized in our world. Pray for me as I move 
cross-country and adjust to unfamiliar surroundings, a 
new community, and my internship. I also ask for your 
support financially. This internship position is unpaid and 
I will be responsible for acquiring and paying for my own 
housing arrangements, travel expenses (getting to and 
from work every day, paying for parking, etc.), as well as 
general living expenses such as groceries.

Isaiah 1:17 says “Learn to do right; seek justice. 
Encourage the oppressed. Defend the
cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.” 
If you choose to partner with me as I give my time to this 
cause and aim to fulfill the call in Isaiah. 

Checks can be made payable to Colleen Naylis and 
mailed to 21 South Taylor Street, Bergenfield, NJ 07621. 
Other payment options include the mobile app Venmo 
where money can be transferred directly from one bank 
account to another. Thank you in advance for your 
support, I am excited to see what God has in store
these next few months. Feel free to contact me with any 
questions or for further information.

“He has shown you, 
O man, what is good. 
And what does the 
Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to 
love mercy and to 
walk humbly with 
your God.”

Witness and act for an end to 
violence against women and girls

On the 25th of each month – join 
people around the world in 
observing an Orange Day to work 
for an end to violence against 
women and girls. This call comes 
from Say NO – UNiTE to End 
Violence against Women, a social 
mobilization platform on ending 
violence against women and girls 
that is related to UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon’s campaign, 
UNiTE to End Violence against 
Women.

Don’t forget to 
wear Orange
on the 25th!
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The promotional packet for the 2017 Mission 
Pledge of Presbyterian Women, PW's annual fund, 
is now available to download or order. Each 
PC(USA) congregation, as well as PW treasurers, 
moderators, Celebration Giving representatives 
and CCT members will soon receive a packet in 
the mail.
To order additional copies, call PDS at 
800/524-2612 and ask for item PWR16011.
Please give and encourage others to give to PW's 
annual fund. If your congregation does not have 
an active PW group, give securely online to PW's 
Mission Pledge, using the link to the left. The 
church and world rely on a vibrant PW.
www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge

PW Mission Pledge: 
Your Faith in Action
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For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

– Corinthians 12:12–13

Deborah Heatwole
Treasurer-Elect

deborah@fpchackensack.org

17

http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-hlnyhl-drvljkuj-y/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-hlnyhl-drvljkuj-y/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-hlnyhl-drvljkuj-j/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-hlnyhl-drvljkuj-j/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-hlnyhl-drvljkuj-t/
http://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-hlnyhl-drvljkuj-t/
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge
mailto:deborah@fpchackensack.org
mailto:deborah@fpchackensack.org


PLEASE visit the website of PW in the 
Synod of the Northeast 

(www.pwsne.org) for many more 
opportunities for spiritual nurture and 
leadership development. ARTICLES FOR 

THE NEXT PATTER ARE DUE ON 
FEBRUARY 1, 2018  THANK YOU.

PRESBYTERY OF THE PALISADES 
Moderator - Sophie Diaz-Corporan

SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST

Moderator - Lisa Gray

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USA

Moderator - Carol Winkler

THE PATTER
September 2017

Editor & Distribution
Diane V. Nafash - dvnafash@gmail.com

Veronica Ditko- info@palpres.org
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Meet the
Presbyterian Women 
in the Presbytery 
of the Palisades – 
COORDINATING TEAM

                                                                                                      
Advisor/Moderator 
Emeritus/programs 
- Elect:
Sophie Diaz-
Corporan 

                                                                                                      
Moderator-
Elect: 
Adina Yacoub 

                                                                                                      
Secretary/ 
Historian:
Joyce Thomson
jjthomson712@a
ol.com

                                                                                                      
Registrar:
Edna Anderson

                                                                                                      
Justice & Peace/
Horizon’s Coord.
Marion Gregg-
Whited

                                                                                                      
Communications 
Specialist:
Diane V. Nafash

                                                                                                      
Treasurer-
Elect:
Deborah 
Heatwole

We are in need of a 
Co-Editor: VACANT  

Search Committee: 
2 members: VACANT 1 Yr term.  

If you feel called to help us in any of 
these positions, we would be 
delighted to hear from you. 

Meet some of 
the leaders of 
PW from
the Synod of the 
Northeast Triennial 
Gathering in 
Albany NY.

                                                                                                      
PWSNE
Former Moderator: 
Maxine Hunter 

                                                                                                      
PWSNE
New Moderator: 
Lisa Gray

                                                                                                      
PWSNE Global 
Exchange Rep.
to Indonesia:
Virginia Champlin

                                                                                                       
PW National 
Churchwide 
Moderator: 
Carol Winkler 

                                                                                                      
PWSNE 
Vice Moderator 
and Design Team: 
Su Ling Lai

                                                                                                      
PWSNE 
Churchwide CT
Representative:
JoAnn Burrell

                                                                                                      
PWSNE 
2016 USA Mission 
Experience in San 
Francisco Bay area:
Rhonda Sanchez

                                                                                                      
Plenary Speaker 
and Moderator of 
the Triennial Forum:
Rev. Larissa Kwong 
Abazia

                                                                                                      
Triennial Worship 
and Communion 
leader:
Rev.Shannon 
Vance-Ocampo

                                                                                                      
Together in 
Service/Mission:
Brenda Calloway
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