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A few nights ago, I looked up, and there it was. La
belle la Luna. A beautiful full moon. The sky was
clear, and the moon seemed to be smiling at me. I
was waiting for a full moon in a few days (I follow the
Old Farmer’s Almanac), but that was not for another
four days. This moon made me smile. I was surprised by how clear I could see the moons lakes. I felt
comfortable. Nighttime usually makes me edgy. I
was not edgy standing out in my front yard. After
dark, I do not stand in my front yard. I am too busy
watching the woods for big furry guys with black fur,
but on the beautiful moon night I feared nothing. My
eyes were up! God gave me that beautiful moon.
God surprised me with a bright white ball that made
me happy to be alive. I immediately thought, this is
God telling me all will be OK.
At this difficult time with so many scary things upon all
of us, sickness, disease, lack of funds, unemployment,
closures, and food and product deserts, are just a few
of the things affecting all of us. Look up! If there is no
beautiful moon or sun, look up anyway, and see what
you can find in the sky that God made for you. There
are clouds, birds, bugs, rain drops, snow crystals, and
blowing leaves. Find the sweetness that God is sending you from up there. God is with you, so anytime
edginess takes over, just look up to God.
Jo Ann Burrell
PW Vice Moderator Mission Relations 2018-2021

As my church discusses when and how we will once again
worship in the sanctuary, I was led to the theme: “Rejoice
and Return”. It seems that there are many things we need
to do as Christians when we are given the opportunity to
return to church. Words like repent, receive, renew, rethink,
reconnect, rebuild, rediscover, rebirth.... keep coming to
mind. Going back to church may turn out to be a most significant step in our faith and in the future of our churches. We
are doing so much more than just returning to a building. We
have choices to make. What do we desire? As we reopen
our church doors, we are reaffirming our acceptance of
Christ as the Lord of our life, recognizing our need for God’s
love, grace, mercy and forgiveness, and responding to God’s
call to serve Him.
We sing hymns and read scripture that talk to us
about trusting in God, taking our cares to Him in prayer, and
believing that He will walk with us. God indeed is always
with us, but we must open our eyes and hearts to see Him
and in faith, take the steps into the unknown. After a storm,
there is a rainbow.... but you must search to find it. The corona virus has shaken our world and disrupted our lives. But
when this storm passes, will we search for the lessons that
God has taught us and return to Him?
I believe we will receive help and guidance from our
Lord. Perhaps in a book you’ve read, a story you’ve heard, a
song you keep singing, a sermon you listened to, a prayer
time you shared, or a bible verse that came across your
path. The answers are there... ask and you will receive.
So, until we return to our church buildings, look for
the support and encouragement that surrounds you. A good
place to start is by picking up your latest issue of Horizons
magazine. Then if you want more, go back and spend a few
moments glancing through your old copies of Horizons. You
will feel the amazing bond that holds and empowers Presbyterian Women. Our sisters are strong, wise women. Celebrate the gift of Horizons as we all wisely prepare to return
and rejoice.

·

-

·

-

·

·
·

-

-

·

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

istry at the UN, Presbyterian Women USA, has, also, been a
participant. I have personally been part of PW's delegation
and recently I was elected to represent the Presbyterian
Women at the United Nations as CSW/Advocate. This
CSW/Advocate position is in collaboration with Joy Durant,
Moderator for Justice and Peace, PW (USA). One of my
tasks will be to create and submit a PW Quadrennial report
in 2022.
This year, 2020, the 64th session theme was Beijing + 25:
Realizing Gender Equality and the Empowerment of All
Women and Girls. The main focus of the 64th session of
CSW was to revise and appraise the implementation of the
Beijing Declaration and its platform for action which was the
outcome of the 23rd Special Session of the General Assembly. This comprehensive implementation review is done every five years.
In light of the current Pandemic, this year the usual two
weeks beginning on March 9th, where thousands typically
gather, had to be scaled back. Delegates and Civil Society
representatives based in NYC completed their work through
virtual meetings and conferences. During this time ministers
and high-level government representatives, as expected,
adopted the Political Declaration concluding Beijing+25.
Thus, the Beijing Declaration was the main outcome of
CSW’s 64th session. The adoption of the Beijing Declaration
is considered to be the most visionary blueprint print on
women's rights. Other business: The member states also
agreed to a multi-year theme for years 2021 to 2024
During her closing remarks, UN Women Executive Director,
Phumzile, Mlabo-Ngcuke, noted how the extraordinary circumstance of the pandemic had brought to the forefront the
importance of multilateralism in the promotion of gender
equality and human rights of all women and girls. And,
also, the equal rights of women and men promised in the UN
Charter still remains a key goal of the global community.
The COVID-19 pandemic has underlined how much work
remains to be done.

Every year a representative of member states, United
Nation entities, and non-governmental organizations, in
consultative status with ECOSOC, gather for ten days at
the United Nation Headquarters in New York City for the
Commission on the Status of Women.
For the past several years, along with the PC(USA) Min-

Inclusion, the Priority themes for 65th Session (2021) will
focus on women's full and effective participation and decision-making in public life, as well as elimination of violence
for achieving gender equality and empowerment of all women.
Submitted by
Magdalene Lewis
CSW/Advocates PW USA

Summer Time ‘Happy Place’
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EMPOWERED TO SERVE
JOURNEY WITH US!

As we explore 1 Peter 4:10
Each one should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.

JOIN US!

Friday, Oct. 30 - Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020
For a Virtual Gathering

WE INVITE YOU!

For a weekend of connecting with awesome
sisters in Christ, amazing worship services
and informative workshops.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

The Reverend Dr. Diane Moffett
President/Executive Director
Presbyterian Church USA Mission Agency

For more information, contact: 585 526 5841
Lorraine Cuffie, Chair (lcuffie@verizon.net)
Virginia Champlin, Registrar (danvirginiac@aol.com)
Adebisi A.Shofu, Moderator (bisi.shofu@gmail.com)

MORE TO COME

