
 

MODERATOR MUSINGS 

 
What are you waiting for??? Just do it! 
 
As I age, people ask, “Where are you going to retire to?”, or “What are you going to ‘do’ when you 
retire?”  Well, I recently told my boss that I had to reduce my hours at work or I will retire.  Instead, 
we discussed how to direct some of the work load to others.  You see, with the COVID-19 
pandemic, our office dynamics have changed with some employees working remotely, some 
moving on to other workplaces, and the court system changing to conduct hearings either via 
ZOOM or via telephone.  (Yes, I work in a law firm.)  This change comes with new challenges – did 
it get recorded in the calendar; did the court send the zoom instructions to our office and to our 
client; do we have everything in the file to be able to conduct the hearing properly from those 
working remotely- the list goes on and on. 
 
So, to answer the first question, my response would be, “I will stay in New Jersey.”  Being a 
seedling of New Jersey, I have always enjoyed the changing of the seasons, Winter, Spring, 
Summer and then Fall.   
 
The beauty of the fresh fallen snow of Winter feels like a newness, a quietness; is there sound of 
snow falling?  It is only disturbed by the sounds of the snow plows and shovels clearing a path so 
that we can go about our daily lives.  And, of course, the freshly fallen snow is beautiful before our 
vehicles trudge through it. Then the sparkle of sunlight hitting the icicles from the melting snow 
brings such colorful light. 
 
Spring with its new buds on the trees, grass peeking up through the snow reminds me of new life, 
something that we forget that we are given daily – a new life.  Birds return to their local nests.  It is 
a time for planting for the season to come. 
 
Summer – well that’s a different story for me now that I am aging.  In my youth, I loved to visit the 
Jersey Shore, plant my feet in the sand at the shoreline, and feel the rush of the waves as they 
wash over my feet, either washing away the sand, or planting me deeper into the sand.  Now, I 
recall those memories as I go from my home to the car to get to work, with the air conditioning on, 
run into the air conditioned office, work all day, and repeat the process in reverse at the end of the 
day.  The humidity is no longer my friend, yet it is a friend to corn growing in the fields, so it still has 
a purpose. 
 
During the Fall, we plant our bulbs for the next Spring, we prepare the soil for the next season, and 
prepare for the Winter to come. 
 
As I contemplate retirement, my question for myself is, “what will I do when I retire”.   
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It is not as difficult a question as you might think.  In addition to full-time employment, I have a 
household with family in it.  I have grandchildren across the border in Pennsylvania, and many 
siblings still in New Jersey.  I volunteer – a lot. 
 
So, I will most likely stay in New Jersey, re-organize my home, and clean out unnecessary items 
which have accumulated over the years.  I would spend more time with  my grandchildren, but 
most of all, I would enjoy God's creation.  I will most likely volunteer more. 
 
In Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, we learn that there is a time for everything (are you hearing Pete Seeger's 
song, “Turn, Turn, Turn” in your head?).  Now, during this season of COVID-19, it is the time to be 
what God intended you to be, more Christ-like: laugh with your friends, safely in person or via 
zoom; mourn with those who have lost loved ones; feed the hungry and the poor… 
 
What are you waiting for? Just do it! 
In Christ’s name, I pray, 
 
Donna Rahmann, Moderator   donnarahmann@comcast.net  

 

 

ORGANIZING FOR REORG  
As many are aware, March 1st is the official date for the reorganization of the 7 New Jersey 
Presbyteries into 4.  All of Newton Presbytery will become part of “Northwest” (a temporary name), 
as will 25 churches from other presbyteries.  As part of the reorg, a PW transition team is being 
formed.  If you or anyone you know would like to be part of this, please let Donna Rahmann know.  
Also, if you know PW in any of the churches listed below, please forward this Newsletter to them, 
so they might have a chance to be a part of the reorg as well.  The churches are: 
Clinton  Flemington Frenchtown Amwell Second Lambertville    Alexandria First 
Holland Milford  Bethlehem Kirkpatick Memorial      United First PC Amwell 
First, Stockton  Bound Brook    Hillsborough     Taiwanese American   Christ, Martinsville 
Watchung Avenue Somerset Trinity United   Community, Ringwood West Milford 
Basking Ridge  Lamington Plukemin  Pompton Valley 
 
 

A NEW SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
Do you Haiku?  Haiku is a type of short-form poetry originally from Japan. Traditional Japanese 

haiku consist of three phrases that contain a kireji, or "cutting word".  The whole poem is 17 

syllables, in a 5/7/5 configuration.  Here are some samples to start you off.  

A Call 
Tension Spirit Fire  
Caught up in all our own stuff  
Follow Me says Christ  
 

Psalm 29 
Heavenly beings  
God Universal Ruler  
Lord give strength and peace 

Response 
Jesus calls us out  
Judgment isn't punishment 
Choose to follow Him 
 

Genesis 1:1-5  
Earth formless dark void  
Separating light from dark  
God made day and night  
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Deborah 
Judge prophet fire 
Summons  Barak to battle 
Celebrates with song 

Mark 1:4-12  
John baptized Jesus  
Spirit of God descended  
Sent His Son to wilds  
 

 

NEWS FROM CHURCHWIDE PW 

The new format for the three official funds (PW Churchwide Annual Fund, Thank Offering, and 
Birthday Offering) are no longer 8X12 booklets! They are still being mailed out to all on the list (by 
churchwide)  AND to every church. If you are looking for the same old flyer, look again! The one 
recently mailed, for the “Annual Fund” (Mission Pledge) is a shiny folder the size of a greeting card.  
Check out your church PW mailbox if you didn’t get one at home. Please share this with others!  
 
The Annual Fund works by preparing the soil, planting the seeds, watering the seeds, tending the 
seedlings, nurturing the sprouts, and celebrating the yield. There would be no Bible study written, 
no Horizons Magazine, no resources, no Thank or Birthday Offerings awarded, no triennial 
gathering, no webinars, zoom meetings OR HELP FIGURING OUT ZOOM. Please support the 
staff salaries and overhead by giving personally and in your group!  

www.presbyterianwomen.org/annual-fund. 
 
The “Leadership Newsletter” is NOW PW News Bytes. “NEWS YOU CAN USE.”  The Winter 
Edition tells you things like: Horizons is now five issues plus the Bible Study (there’s a buy one get 
one free offer – see information under Horizons in this newsletter). 

 
You can still contribute to the 2020 Thank Offering.  
 
The Racial Equity Committee has a leaflet Prayer & Beyond: Faithful Response in Times of 
Trouble (go to PW store) or download Prejudice vs. Racism: A Racial Equity Workshop for 
your prayer and study. 
 
To receive e-blasts OR NewsBytes ask: 

patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org  
 

Add PW to your Amazon Smile account, every penny donated adds up!  “Gifts of Women Sunday” 
is March 7th (or whenever you want it) with the resources of God Disrupts Us with Love.  Matthew 
25:35-36 is the theme of the written resources that are in Horizons (last issue of the year) or on the 
PW website for downloading (liturgy and ideas).  
 
With the Spirit moving through us we can expect great new things to happen as we reorganize the 
New Jersey PW groups into the new model.  (See information under Organizing for Reorg)  Did I 
hear the more the merrier?  
 
Lisa Gray 

Newton Presbytery Peace & Justice; PWSNE Representative to Churchwide (chair: Stewardship) 
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JUSTICE AND PEACE 
 
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice that encourages our nation’s decision makers to 
end hunger at home and abroad.  Bread for the World members have helped win bipartisan 
support for programs and policies that reduce hunger in the US and overseas. 
 
Members have just received in the mail Lenten Prayers for an End to Hunger. Prayer is one of the 
answers to the question “What can we (I) do?” along with act and give. “This year our prayers are 
especially urgent. The coronavirus has created a crisis in hunger. Nearly one in four children 
worldwide is at risk of stunting because of chronic malnutrition. In the US, one in three families with 
children struggle with hunger.” 
 
To receive “Lenten Prayers” visit bread.org/lent for an online version of these prayers, and to sign 
up to receive weekly reflections, prayers and stories and actions throughout lent. 
 
There are also many resources for you that are free. If you teach Sunday School, there is 
curriculum for grades 4-6 and 7-9 to teach about hunger. There are flyers, prayers, and bulletin 
inserts and fact sheets.  
 
The 2021 Offering of Letters will cover four topics: food systems, climate change, economic justice 
and racial/gender equity. “Working apart doesn’t mean we can’t work together. You can take action 
right now to persuade Congress to provide emergency assistance and improve nutrition for those 
most vulnerable due to the pandemic.  Background information, sample letters, and tips for 
personalized e-mail messages to Congress are all available at bread.org/write.”  
 
Bread will have area webinars in 2021 and recordings of the November ones are posted 
bread.org/blog/2021-regional webinars-offering of letters-congress. I listened to just the portion by 
Rev.  Eugene Cho (president) and it was very motivating!  
 
Hope Presbyterian Women will be motivated also! 
 
Lisa Gray 
 
 

GATHERING IN  
The Thursday lunchtime Zoom women’s Bible study From Widows to Warriors looked at the Book 
of Judges this past week and two women: Deborah and Jael in chapters 4 & 5.  Did you know 
“DEBORAH carried out her role as judge (she was also a prophet) in an office under a tree in a 
high-traffic area, and people came to her for advice and guidance. She also served as a military 
adviser. She summoned Barak, the Israelite army commander, and gave him a word from the 
Lord?”  And she went with him in battle. 

 
With all the political stuff that’s going on it’s funny the name Barak came up 
and the author thought they were “models for men and women who work 
together”.  She goes on to say: “Grace can come in the form of a leader who 
can identify the gifts of others, encourage their use, and stand alongside 
people in difficult situations”. We can hope for this in America. 
 
So who are you? Are you a leader who needs to be an encouraging voice to 
someone who you see a spark of great things in? Are you the person who 



needs a spark lit? What gifts do you have that can be shared with your congregation, your 
neighborhood, and the world?  What tree can Presbyterian Women sit under in a high-traffic area 
to speak God’s word? 
 
We wrestled with: “The Old Testament frequently advocates violence as the way for the Israelites 
to take and protect their promised land…Did God command this?”.  If you want to join these kinds 
of conversations email Lisa_A_Gray@Outlook.com for an invitation. 
 
Let us pray: 
God of parted seas and turned tables, 
You have revealed to us over the centuries just how broken we are. 
We hear it in our words that deny the humanity of others. 
We feel it in the grief of losing relationships to division. 
We see it on flags that bear your name but carry out sin. 
Give us justice.  

Call us into the work of repairing our worlds by reckoning with who we have been and are 
becoming. 
Give us peace. 
Stir us into compassion, reminding us that we belong not only to you but are responsible for one 
another as siblings in your beloved family. 
Give us imagination, to see what may be. 
Give us strength, to admit what had been. 
Give us love, to bind us together. Amen 
(Kate Trigger Duffert-Racial Equity Committee - PW Churchwide) 
 
 

MAKERS 

 
The organization, celebrating its 15th anniversary this year,  is collecting knitted items to go 
everywhere to bring peace & comfort.  Their office reopened the end of June, 2020 to resume 
receiving items. (2600 Leyden St Denver Co 80207) Most needed items: warm winter scarves 
6”x36”, mittens for children and adults, peace pal dolls, peace shawls 60”x36”, baby blankets 24” 
square or bigger, and brightly colored baby booties 3” or bigger. See their website for patterns and 
to sign up for the monthly newsletter!  Google the above name.  
 
There must be some knitters & crocheters out there? Youtube has lots of instruction 
videos.  Get together six feet apart, teach someone, teach a young woman. Don’t let the art 
die! 
 
From the January Knitting4 Peace Newsletter 

Serving with Resilience and Resolve
 

Dear K4P community:  what a year we’ve just come through, and what a year we’re beginning. The 
Knitting4Peace Board has just met for our annual strategic planning retreat. With signs of hope and 
with firm awareness of the scope of tasks ahead, K4P is approaching our work of serving others 

Kniting4Peace 
 

Crafting hope, healing, & peace 
one stitch at a time. 
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and relieving suffering with renewed commitment and excitement. Take heart in this overview of 
our 2020 progress and enjoy some humor and a preview of what’s ahead for our work in 2021, our 
15th Anniversary year! 

 
We send deep thanks for all forms of your continued support, including 

your generous financial support, which makes this unique and caring network possible. With hope 
and gratitude,  the K4P Board, Staff, and Committee members

 

P.S. Mittens are appreciated by people of all ages!  

 
 

HORIZONS MAGAZINE 
Beginning this year, Horizons Magazine will be published five times a year.  The Bible Study is 
mailed separately – for 2021-2022 the title is What My GrandmothersTaught Me: Learning from the 
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus .  If you are a subscriber already, now is the time to give 
a gift subscription – and get another one free!  Mention BOGO2012 to receive the special offer.  
Offer ends March 1, 2021.  The current rates for renewal are 1 year: $24.95; 2 years: $44.00; and 
3 years: $63.00.  Subscription requests or gift subscriptions can be sent to: 

Horizons 
PO Box 421 

Congers, NY 10920-0421 
You can also go online to www.presbyterianwomen.org or call 866/802-3635. If you are a “Green 
Presbyterian”, you can receive your subscription on line instead of a hard copy.  
 

NEW THINGS 
What to do in transition times?  Here’s an idea! 
 

Fairmount Presbyterian Church, located in the beautiful, once fully farming area of Califon, New 
Jersey, has been in transition since 2020, not only due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but also due to 
the moving on of the Pastor.   
 

During this time of transition, the church reached out to the local clergy to see if they would be 
available to provide pastoral care, if needed. They all responded with a resounding Yes!  As part of 
reaching out to the local clergy, Fairmount was invited to participate in an Ecumenical Mission 
Group and we accepted the invitation. 
 

One of the missions for the group were to collect $10 and $20 Shop Rite and Walmart gift cards to 
distribute to local residents who were severely financially affected by the pandemic. More than 
$3,000 in gift cards was collected and distributed to over 20 families!  Used magazines and note 
cards were collected – the magazines distributed to local nursing home residents – the note cards 
repurposed into newer cards, also distributed to the nursing home residents. They no longer feel 
isolated. 
 

Fairmount began a soup campaign. Members brought cooled, home-made soups and chili to our 
Community House; the women put the soups/chili into pint sized, ingredient labeled containers, 
and then into bags, which were labeled with the recipient’s name, address, and phone number (we 
call in advance to advise that the soups are being delivered).  Any soups not delivered are then 
sent to Loaves of Love, a local food pantry.  This soup campaign has expanded in the number of 
recipients, and now includes cookies.  The first campaign included a flyer and a note card to wish 
the recipients well and blessed by the soups and the hands that provided it.  Several notes and 
phone calls of thanks and joy have been received.  (We need to begin a recipe exchange!) 
 

The group has expanded its mission to include a puzzle exchange and are working on other ideas. 
 
Donna Rahmann 
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 END PAPER (a little before the end) 
If you know someone who would like to be added to the E-MAIL list, please E-MAIL me at 
jkmac3536@gmail.com.  The more E-MAIL newsletters we send, the faster information will reach 
you.  Please  forward this newsletter to women in your church or community.  Dropping a pebble in 
a pond widens the circle – and may include someone unexpected but welcome! 
Remember to ‘like’ us on Facebook: 
www/Facebook.com/PresbyterianWomeninNewtonPresbytery 
 
Jane MacDonald     973-383-4166  jkmac3536@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 2021 
10:00AM – VIA ZOOM 

 
 

The pandemic has closed a lot of doors – but PW opens doors.  Hear from 
Linda Wirts in Geneva Presbytery about a Thank Offering to Family Promise. 
 
We anticipate having a short video from Mikie Sherrill, Congresswoman for 
many of us on legislation with reference to Eviction Legislation.   
 
A time of opening doors – to our churches, to each other.  
 
Introduction to the next Horizon’s Bible Study? 
 
Save the date/time – as the Gathering is firmed up, a flyer will be sent.  An 
RSVP will be needed so the ZOOM log-in can be returned to you. 

 
ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

SPRING GATHERING 

 

OPEN DOORS 
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