
   

 

The Lighthouse 

August 2022           Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the North Northeast 

Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Northeast 
From the Desk of the Moderator 

 
Greetings to my Presbyterian Women sisters in 
the Synod of the Northeast.  It has been a while 
since we gathered in person as we did in the past. 
We are entering a new phase of how to be women 
serving God. We can now communicate with more 
women than we had in the past. Let us build on 
that and do a " new thing" which God is calling us 

to. We now have the ability to hold meetings and gatherings be-
yond our circles. We can build a wider group of women fellow-
ships and plan activities and events without leaving home. Wom-
en who couldn't join us in person in the past can now be part of 
us by attending meetings, gatherings and events virtually.   
There is a sense of loss in not being able to meet in person; but 
our health is more important than meeting with each other. There 
is going to come a time when we would have the opportunity to 
gather once again in person. But our focus now should be on 
reaching as many women as possible through social media and 
phone calls so when we do gather in person, we have a bigger 
base of women to be in fellowship with. Our purpose guides our 
every move, every decision and ways to serve God. It will always 
be our guiding light in our service to God. Let us through, our 
Purpose, find ways to continue our call as Presbyterian Women. 
The world is changing at a faster pace, let us find how to "Do jus-
tice, Love kindness and Walk humbly with our God" in creative 
ways of ministry.  
 
Let new ideas flow forth and don't be afraid to learn from others 
or borrow concepts and vision that you see elsewhere to build 
your ministry. Our ministry is alive and well and cannot be de-
terred by COViD. Remember as Paul, in Romans 8,   said "38 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." Let 
us put on the whole armor of God and do justice for the disad-
vantaged, underserved and the poor. 
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Next Lighthouse deadline is  
February 1,2023 
 
email articles with PW Lighthouse 
in subject line to  
august13sss@gmail.com  
 
Susan Silliman Smith, Editor 
 
Editor’s Note:  A mini issue will 
be sent when the Fall Gathering 
is to take place. 
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Moderator’s message continued 

We are called and given gifts for serving as Pres-
byterian Women. One such opportunity is having 
a voice and vote in your Presbyteries.. Presby-
terian Women have an article that gives you the 
reasons why this is important 
www.presbyterianwomen.org This article encour-
ages us to seek voice and vote in our presbyter-
ies. Presbyterian Women have a lot to contribute 
to our presbyteries through visioning and ideas 
to help build the presbyteries into mission fo-
cused mid-councils.  Presbyterian Women have 
voice and vote at the General Assembly. 
 
Also USAME is coming up next year; applica-
tions are being accepted now so put your appli-
cations in. Pease see inside for more info and 
application.   
 
Presbyterian Women wrote a public letter when 
Roe vs Wade was overturned. I have attached 
the link to the letter for your perusal.  See inside 
for letter.  This is for your information what 
Churchwide put out.   
 
I pray that God watch over all of you; that God 
enrich your lives with joy, peace, friendship, love; 
that God enrich your hands to do God's work and 
God give you strength so you will never be tired 
to do God's will, but be encouraged by the mira-
cles, whether great or small, that you encounter 
each and every day. I pray God the Healer's 
hand be upon those experiencing illness and 
give them comfort and peace and restore them. 
Here all our prayers in the mighty name of Jesus. 
Amen 
 

Blessings 
Bisi 
Adebisi A. Shofu 
Moderator 

                

 

 

 

Prayers for Our Vice 
Moderator 

We ask for prayer for Donna Raham. These 
past few months have been very trying and 
challenging for you due to several issues 
within her family and extended family.  She 
recently found out that her husband has 
been diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease. 
They are in the early stages of understand-
ing all of it.   
 
At this point Donna is not resigning as your 
vice moderator but is backing off the plan-
ning for the Fall Gathering.   

Fall Gathering 

At this point in time the date is not firm as it is 
unknown if the gathering is to be at Stony 
Point or via zoom. It is hoped that we can 
gather in person soon.  
 
The original planned date was October for 
one night.  According to Bisi’s letter it will not 
be held in person this year.   
 
Further information will be sent out at a time 
to be announced in a mini Lighthouse.   
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Celebrate Horizons  

 

Award-winning PW/Horizons Bi-
ble studies and accompanying 
helps that nurture our faith and 
build community.  

Funds raised to support mission 
through our Thank and Birthday 
Offerings.  

Peace and justice issues that PW 
support through prayer and ad-
vocacy.  

Building community, especially 
through PW Gatherings 
(whether synod or churchwide, 
in person or online) and our 
commitment to include all.  

Devoted staff, providing re-
sources and leadership devel-
opment to help build witnesses 
to God’s promises. 

Matthew 25 News 

As coordinator we are vital group of 
Women, in reaching out to our communities  
We also give towards global mission.  
I had logged on to a webinar and heard we 
Need to do hands on mission.  A year ago I 
started  
A hands-on mission group at my church. 
Have 
8 women knitting. Prayer 
squares,  SCARVES etc 
 
  Lori Evans   

  MATTHEW 25. Heard from the mission 
agency  
They have  hit the 1000 mark in churches 
signing  on to be a Matthew 25 
church.  Great news  
Let's continue to do hands on mission  
And community outreach  
 
 
 Lori Evans,  Matthew 25 coordinator   
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From the Presbytery of Southern New Jersey 

On April 23, twenty-four women throughout our Presbytery gathered on Zoom for our 
Virtual Spring Gathering.  It was so wonderful to spend time together with women 
from numerous churches in our Presbytery. 
   
The Presbytery’s PW’s mission focus for the 2021-2022 year has been to highlight 
military personnel and their families. Our speaker was Christine Noel from The Travis 
Manion Foundation. This organization strives to unite and strengthen communities by 
training, developing, and highlighting the role models that lead them. The organization 
develops programs, training opportunities, and events designed to empower veterans 
and families of the fallen and inspire them to pass on their values to the next genera-
tion and community at large. The organization’s powerful motto is "If not me, then 
who". Christine also shared with us some of her experiences in the military, along with 
her thoughts of being a female in the United States Coast Guard, and what she 
learned from her time serving.   
 
That day we also had the presentation of the birthday offering. This offering is one of 
PW’s two annual offerings. It provides women a tangible way to celebrate the bless-
ings in their lives.  
 
This Spring, the women of the Presbytery PW put together Hygiene Kits for the Pres-
byterian Disaster Assistance Program. These kits contain eight items, a hand towel, a 
washcloth, a wide tooth comb, a nail clipper, a bar of soap, a toothbrush, and ten 
bandages. We hope to have at least three hundred kits delivered in June to Church 
World Services in Maryland.  
 
During the last year, the Presbytery PW Coordinating Team has made an effort to 
reach out to the churches in our newly formed Presbytery. Many connections have 
been made, but one of our goals for the upcoming year is to expand our reach to 
even more women in our Presbytery, If you would like to be a part of the Presbytery’s 
PW, please let us know. 
 
We would love to have you join us, 
 
Donna Croker 
drc753@aol.com 
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Photo by Nick Hunter                                                        “Summer Haven” 
Summer Haven  

 Summer flowers appear along the fence rows.  I stop, breathe 
deeply, and enjoy the view.   The sun feels pleasantly warm, so I 
linger.   I see a butterfly flitting among the flowers.  The air is filled 
with the hum of honey bees at work.   Safely hidden in the deep 
grass, I am fairly sure a fawn is curled up sleeping.  I watch close-
ly, but see nothing moving.  My gaze shifts to the meadow pond, 
which lies like a mirror reflecting the sapphire blue sky.  Near the 
pond a turtle—most likely a snapper—is probably sunning itself.    I 
decide not to check this out.  Let sleeping turtles lie.   
As I stand quietly enjoying this summer haven, I try to think of a 
verse from Psalms to describe the moment.  Unfortunately, and 
please forgive me, a verse escapes me.  But a quote I recently dis-
covered—in of all places a coloring book—comes to mind: “When 
heaven falls to earth it becomes a garden.” (Stouffer)  
 
Let us pray:  Dear God, you fill the world each season with beauti-
ful gardens.  The summer gardens both cultivated and wild are 
with us now.  They are filled with flowers, ripening fruits and vege-
tables, and havens for all creatures great and small.  It is a won-
derful time.  For this we rejoice with prayers of thanksgiving and 
praise.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen 
 
Blessings, 
Maxine G. Hunter 
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Geneva PWP 

A “Spring Gathering Birthday Tea,” celebrating 100 years of the Birthday Offering, 
was held on May 25th at the United Church of Canandaigua, NY.   It was a joy to come 
together “in person” for worship and devotions led by Spiritual Advisor, Rev. Carol Wilson, 
a short business meeting, presided over by Moderator Linda Werts, and a program “Jesus 
Feeds the 5,000,” improving the outreach kitchen at Iglesia Presbyterian in Lares, Puerto 
Rico, and recipient of one of this year’s Birthday Offerings, presented by Kathy Menges of 
the Elmira First Presbyterian Church.  Following the program, United’s women led guests 
on a tour of the Canandaigua Church while Coordinating Team members reorganized the 
tables into birthday month clusters.  Women returned, picked up their tea cups and 
bagged lunches, and took seats arranged by their birthday month.  A table grace was of-
fered by CT member Pam Postle, and tea was served in a variety of interesting tea pots.   
New friendships were formed and an artful birthday cake, created by Debbie Oswald in 
the number 100, was served and enjoyed by all.   We were very fortunate to have our new 
Geneva Presbytery Leader, Rev. Marjorie Ackerman, join us this event!    

 
Plans are now being made for a Fall Gathering.  “Give Us This Day” will be hosted 

by the PW of Ovid Federated Church, Ovid NY, on Friday, October 28th from 10:00am - 
1:00pm.  All women of our churches are invited for devotions, a short business meeting, 
program, lunch, and a “hands on” Matthew 25 mission opportunity.  More details to come 
next month. 

 
We lift up CT member Ellen Reynolds for her efforts to host Bible studies focused on 

the Horizons Bible Study “Celebrating Sabbath.”  She will lead a daytime and an evening 
Bible Study and an additional virtual opportunity if there is interest.   For more information 
about dates and times please contact Ellen directly at 315-521-3240. 

 
Presbytery Geneva Co-
ordinating Team mem-
bers welcomed Rev. 
Marjorie Ackerman, the 
newly arrived Presby-
tery Leader, to our May 
25th "Spring Gathering 
Birthday Tea."  Front 
Row from left:  Kathy 
Menges-program 
speaker, Linda Werts- 
Moderator, Rev. Marjo-
rie Ackerman-Geneva 

Presbytery Leader.  Back row from left:  Pam Postle-CT member, 
Rev. Carol Wilson-Spiritual Advisor, Virginia Champlin-Secretary, 
Ellen Reynolds-Treasurer, Carol Limner-CT member. 
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PW of Albany 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Albany (PWA) held their Spring Gathering 
by Zoom  on April 27.  We were honored to have Bisi Shofu, Moderator of Presby-
terian Women in the Synod  of the Northeast, introduce the candidates for office and 
the Rev. Kathy Reeves, Presbyterian Women’s Churchwide Moderator, install our 
Coordinating Team (CT) members.   
 
Our program focused on what the women’s groups in our local Presbyterian Church-
es are doing  in their congregations and communities.  Representatives of seven 
women’s groups gave information about their activities.  These include Bible Stud-
ies, a prayer line, book clubs, rummage sales, lunches, suppers, and donations to 
Presbyterian Women’s Charitable Giving as well as local and international organiza-
tions.  Some groups make items to be given away, pack care packages for college 
students, provide books for second grade children in the community, share meals 
and support each other.  
 
Following our tradition, we requested donations for a specific charity and were 
thrilled to receive the grand total of $1426 which was sent to the Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance Fund for Ukraine. 
 
We have recently started a quarterly newsletter for PWA and set up a display table 
at the June Presbytery meeting to increase Presbyterian Women’s visibility in the 
church.  We will be doing  a survey of the clergy to identify the activities of women in 
their congregations with the hope of increasing support for PW. 
 
Our Fall Gathering will be held on September 21 at the Schoharie United Presbyteri-
an Church. 
Please see the “Save the Date” flyer for program information. 
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“One Congregations Many Missions” 

This article below was submitted to “Horizon’s Magazine” for its “Supporting 
Mission” column. A somewhat trimmed down version of it appeared in the 
March/ April edition on page 39. It was written by Jean Michelle “Mickey” Nie-
man, a member of Presbyterian Women in Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church 
in Guilderland N.Y.  
 
Mission is at the heart of many programs at Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church (HUPC), a 
congregation of 100 (over 30 of whom are out-of-state, shut-ins and/or elderly) in Guilderland, 
New York. Our PW group frequently partners with our Social Witness and Mission Ministry 
Team, with our participation in mission often based on relationships. Outreach efforts are ex-
tended locally, through a food pantry that began decades ago at our church, and globally. 
HUPC Ruling Elder Kalekeni “Keni” Banda is a native of Chituka Village, Malawi, who saw the 
power of school and sports in the lives of children, especially girls. A number of years ago, Keni 
arranged for another congregant and our then-pastor of HUPC to visit Chituka Village, and we 
began developing a partnership. Our PW continues to support the mission in Chituka Village 
with financial donations (one especially designated for choir apparel) and the purchase of items 
that can’t be found in Malawi. 
 
PW at HUPC is very busy! We have an ongoing collection of flip-flops, men’s socks and laun-
dry detergent for a local shelter. We assemble delectable, gorgeously decorated Easter bas-
kets for three local groups. We contribute financially to Capital City Rescue Mission’s 
“Backpack Giveaway Program.” Every Advent season we have a ”Mitten Tree” to collect  winter 
accessories—the numbers increase like the proverbial loaves and fishes--for four agencies. 
Each year we purchase and wrap Christmas gifts for a family in a transitional housing program. 
In April and May each year, PW holds a drive to support the Church World Service (CWS) blan-
ket program. Participants donate $10 towards lightweight blankets or $15 for heavyweight blan-
kets in honor of their mothers or other loved ones. In 2021 the initiative was extended through 
June so that Mother’s Day and Father’s Day were in the donation window. HUPC gave gener-
ously, with the drive supporting the purchase of 57 lightweight and 61 heavyweight blankets.  
 
In addition to raising funds for blankets, Presbyterian Women established a fundraiser several 
years back through a local garden center, Gade Farms, owned by generations of one of our 
church families. Offering a coupon in the church newsletter and identifying two weekends to 
shop, Gade Farms donates a portion of the sales—more than $600 this year--for PW’s local, 
national and global mission.  
 
For many years we have hosted Mission-Minded Meals, going to a restaurant and collecting a 
freewill offering to support our mission budget. In response to Covid-19 precautions, we are 
holding them outdoors and bringing our own individual meals. The Guilderland Food Pantry 
(GFP) began at HUPC back in the 70s. Many HUPCers have been faithful volunteers through-
out the years so we invited John McDonnell, the director of GFP, to speak at our first outdoor 
meeting. We included our congregation in the drive and collected 276 lbs. of food and paper 
products and $1255 in the freewill offering for the food pantry.  In early November 2021, we 
honored church member Cindy Schultz, who has volunteered at the GFP ever since she retired 
a dozen years ago, by visiting at the pantry and presenting her with a check for food in her 
name. Whether meeting indoors or out, PW at HUPC and their family and friends show up and 
demonstrate loving support through mission. 
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We are now supporting an additional pantry: the Purple Pantry at the University of Albany, State 
University of New York (UAlbany--colors purple and gold). The Purple Pantry is open year round 
since many UAlbany employees and students stay on campus in the summer. While the pantry is 
generally well stocked with food, they often lack personal care items such as toothpaste, facial 
tissues, feminine care products, deodorant, shampoo, soap, contact solution, cotton swabs and 
razors. We sponsor a continuous collection of these items.  
 
In response to our generous donations, Rosier Cade, Purple Pantry coordinator, wrote a thank-
you letter to PW: “Donations like yours help our community focus on academic excellence and 
achievement by fighting food insecurity. Your gifts help us empower our students, faculty, and 
campus communities to author their own success. We offer our sincere gratitude for your gener-
osity and support of our students. Thank you for helping us continue to Unleash Greatness!” 
 
In October we assembled 23 chock-full bags of personal care items for the Purple Pantry, adding 
snacks and cards to the bags decorated by children, youth and adults. Sally D’Alessandro, Assis-
tant Dean of Students for student care services, is the liaison between our PW and UAlbany and 
attended the event to share information about the pantry and the ongoing needs of UAlbany stu-
dents.  
 
Along with our Mission and Social Witness Ministry Team, we have been partners for about 15 
years with Cornerstone Campus Ministry at UAlbany.  PW financially supports peer ministers and 
students going on their mission/service trips. HUPC takes a meal to the students once a semes-
ter, and our PW members are major food providers. We also buy out their bake sales when they 
have fundraisers at HUPC!!!  
 
In the Fall of 2021, PW and Social Witness and Mission collaborated again, buzzing and clucking 
about the Heifer Project, having a beekeeper (from Gade’s) and a chicken “tender” (from our con-
gregation) speak to our kids. We became “Ark Angels”—raising the $5000 to purchase an entire 
ark from Heifer International--to honor one of our still-very-active eighty-year-old PW members. 
We encouraged the entire congregation—all ages--to get involved with Heifer’s education and 
empowerment of young women, raising an additional $2000 for those programs. 
 
Whether donating personal care items or giving to particular initiatives, our PW at HUPC is very 
responsive and, above all, mission-minded in recognizing ways to help relieve the needs of our 
community and world. We like to think Helena in Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream was 
not only describing Hermia but also giving us a goal: “Though she be but little, she is fierce.” We 
have eight women who regularly attend and support our work and several other women who can-
not attend but generously give of their time and talents. God continues to richly bless us! 
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Photo by Nick Hunter                           “Hummingbird on Jewelweed” 

~Hummingbirds~ 
 

Legends say that hummingbirds  
float free of time. 

 Their delicate grace reminding  
us that life is rich; 

that beauty is everywhere;  
that every personal 

 connection has meaning;  
and that laughter is life’s 

 sweetest creation. 
 

~Anonymous~                                      
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PW of the Presbytery of Hudson River 

PW of Hudson River is happy to report that the fishpond in India is now 
in operation!  For more photos, visit our Facebook page, 
facebook.com/PWHRP  . 
 

From Judith Wasson 

Fellowship of the Least Coin 

Sent via email from Churchwide: 
 

“Heal Our Earth . . . Our Home”  
 
The 2022 Fellowship of the Least Coin In-Gathering Service is newly 
available on Presbyterian Women’s website.   
The Fellowship of the Least Coin is a worldwide ecumenical prayer 
movement, envisioned by Shanti Solomon in the bleak aftermath of the 
second World War. If you, your PW group or church needs a refresher 
on the simple, yet significant aims of the FLC, Liza B. Lamis, executive 
secretary for the International Committee for the Fellowship of the Least 
Coin, shares three unique features of the movement—     
“It brings Christian women together in a fellowship of prayer without any 
discrimination of race, nationality, culture or denomination. Christian women of the world have 
solidarity with each other through their common concern and love for humankind and creation. 
They are bound together in both giving and receiving.  
The offering [of least coins] is unique because all—regardless of income, education, nationality or 
home—give only the smallest coin of their currency. All are within the same discipline and share 
the common concerns of women around the world.  
It is stewardship, both of the idea and the funds. The least coins, when put together, become a 
large amount in the same way individual prayers offered by many members throughout the world 
become a strong force in bringing about reconciliation, peace and justice.”*  
Liza B. Lamis, “Fellowship of the Least Coin,” November/December 2020 Horizons, 24 

Furter Info Look up on PW.org 
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Looking For Another Retreat Experience? 

Women’s Retreat  
 

Join us for a guided weekend rest, reconnection, and restoration. This weekend 
explores our connections to ourselves and the world around us and is led by 
Rev. Carol Howard Merritt, the pastor of Bedford Presbyterian Church. 
 
Carol is the award-winning author of several books, including Healing Spiritual 
Wounds: Reconnecting with a Loving God after Experiencing a Hurtful 
Church (HarperOne), and she has written devotionals, including I Am Mary: An Advent 
Devotional (Chalice). Carol frequently contributes to books, websites, magazines, and 
journals. She was a columnist for The Christian Century. She’s a sought-after keynote 
speaker. Her work has been highlighted in the New York Times, Washington Post, 
Huffington Post, Newsweek, and Salon. 
 
Retreat and lodging start at $299. Registration includes lodging in a shared or private 
room, meals, and all retreat activities. This retreat has typically been very popular, so 
register early!  
 
To register for this event please go to the camp website: holmes@holmescamp.org.   
 
If you want further info before registering contact Diana Behan:  
Diana.pwhrp@gmail.com 
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Presbyterian Women Churchwide  
Statement re: Roe vs Wade  

As a faith-based women’s organization committed to work for justice and peace,  
Presbyterian Women, Inc., stands for gender equity and the right to reproductive justice 
and against the U.S. Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe v Wade, the historic Su-
preme Court ruling that provides a constitutional right to choose to terminate a pregnancy. 
This right ensures human agency and gender equality. In reversing Roe v Wade, the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision grossly undermines gender equality and leads to a complex 
system of injustices that critically impacts people across the country, with an undue bur-
den falling on low-income, marginalized, and vulnerable communities.  
  
In 1992, the 204th PC(USA) General Assembly said, “the Christian community must be 
concerned about and address the circumstances that bring a woman to consider abortion 
as the best available option. Poverty, unjust societal realities, sexism, racism, and inade-
quate supportive relationships may render a woman virtually powerless to choose 
freely” (Minutes, pp. 367-368, 372-374).  
  
The 204th General Assembly also affirmed “the strong Christian presumption is that since 
all life is precious to God, we are to preserve and protect it,” and said, “the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) encourages an atmosphere of open debate and mutual respect for a vari-
ety of opinions concerning the issues related to problem pregnancies and abortion.” The 
GA provided guidance on circumstances that lead to prayerful decisions to terminate 
pregnancy (Minutes, Journal, pp. 367-368, 372-374). Presbyterian Women is committed 
to building inclusive community for all women, respecting the wide range of beliefs sur-
rounding these issues.   
  
Relying on foundations of Christian belief, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) provides clear 
guidance regarding personal agency and choice. “God alone is Lord of the conscience.” 
All humans are endowed with moral agency to make choices. We believe “the artificial or 
induced termination of a pregnancy is a matter of careful ethical decision of the patient . . . 
and therefore should not be restricted by law” (Minutes of the 182nd General Assembly 
(1970), United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., p. 891). During the 220th General As-
sembly (2012), the PC(USA) affirmed, “no law should impose criminal penalties against 
any [person] who chooses or physician who performs a medically safe abortion . . . and no 
law should sanction any action intended to harm or harass those persons contemplating 
or deciding to have an abortion” (Minutes, Journal, p. 1698–1699).   
  
Presbyterian Women, Inc., affirms the standing of the PC(USA), the June 24, 2022, state-
ments of the Office of Public Witness and the PC(USA) Stated Clerk, and the June 23– 
25, 2022, work of the General Assembly Committee on Health Issues, and encourages 
Presbyterian women to   
  

Support full access to reproductive health care (GA Minutes, Journal, 2012, p. 1698).  
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“Protect the integrity of individual conscience by affirming the ability of women and 
men to make . . . decisions in matters of reproductive health, including deci-
sions about infertility, parenthood, and responses to problem pregnancies, in 
consultation with their families, pastors, health-care professionals, and scientifi-
cally accurate medical information” (GA Minutes, 2012, p. 1699).  

 
Know the facts about reproductive justice and share the information.  
Donate to local health clinics.  
Accompany and support people who need reproductive health care.  
In states where there are no reproductive health options, work with others in the 

community to provide transportation, housing, and other needs.   
Ask your churches to speak up regarding gender equity, reproductive justice, and 

the PC(USA) position.  
Support pro-reproductive health candidates.  
Pray to God and pray in public with your faithful actions.  

  
On behalf of Presbyterian Women, Inc’s., Board of Directors and Staff,  

       

   
Kathy Reeves  Kathleen Keefer  
Moderator, Presbyterian Women, Inc.  Vice Moderator, Presbyterian Women, Inc.  
  
For information, contact Kathleen Keefer, chair, national Justice and Peace Commit-
tee,  
kathleenkeefer.pw@gmail.com, or Susan Jackson Dowd, PW, Inc., executive director, 
susan.jackson-dowd@pcusa.org.    
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2023  USA M ISSION  E XPERIENCE  

 

 

 

I am with you 

and will keep you  

wherever  you 

go. 

—Gen. 28:15 

The Presbyterian Women USA Mission Experience will take place October 13–23, 2023. 
 
During this faith-deepening and relationship-building trip, the group will visit partners in Phoenix, Tucson, and the Ari-
zona–Mexico border, focusing on immigration and refugee issues, violence against women and children throughout the 
immigration process, and challenges facing indigenous people living in Arizona. Participants will experience learning, 
accompanying, and serving, with significant time set aside for reflection, conversation, and prayer as we encounter 
deep hurt as well as hope.  
The trip will include stays at the Franciscan Renewal Center near Phoenix, the Redemptorist Renewal Center in Tuc-
son, and a local hotel in Agua Prieta, Mexico. The group will worship with local congregations, join a weekly vigil at 
the Arizona–Mexico border, and visit with mission partners such as Frontera de Cristo (a Presbyterian border ministry 
and 2021 Thank Offering recipient), and Café Justo (a fair-trade coffee cooperative).   
The purpose of the PW USA Mission Experience is to equip participants with an understanding of the history and cul-
ture of a particular region as well as the challenges, hopes and ministries of mission partners who serve God’s people 
there. Traditionally, one Presbyterian woman from each synod joins the delegation and spends the following two years 
sharing the experience with groups within her synod.   

To learn more about PW’s USA Mission Experience, visit presbyterianwomen.org/usame or email Cheri Harper, PW 
associate for mission, at cheri.harper@pcusa.org.   

Return your completed USAME application to your PW in the Synod moderator by November 1, 2022, and send a 
copy to your PW in the Presbytery moderator. If you need contact information for your PWS and PWP moderators, 
email patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org.  

Editor’s Note: If you wish to apply download the info and submit to your moderator first.  
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Save the Date 
 

 
  

Presbyterian Women in the Albany Presbytery 

 
In - Person Fall Gathering 

 
Wed., Sept. 21 – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

at 
Schoharie United Presbyterian Church  

 
Program 

 
Frangelin Pozo, Hudson River Coordinator of Rural & Migrant Ministry, will 
speak on the history and support systems that have been created for women in ru-
ral communities. 
 
 

Rob Trawick, General Presbyter of the Albany Presbytery, will share his thoughts 
on how Presbyterian Women fits into a vision for the Albany Presbytery.  
 
 
 

For questions contact:  
Rosalie Hemingway at 518-758-7886 or silver3213@gmail.com 
Charlotte Hasselbarth at 518-356-0637 or chasselbarth@hotmail.com 


